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The last three 

months have been a 

period of closing off 

one financial year 

and preparing for a  

big year for Blind Sports Australia. 

 

The annual accounts have been 

finalised and audited, and while at a 

headline the result was not as good as 

what BSA hoped for there are some 

promising signs.  For the first time all 

the monies received from the 

Australian Sports Commission were 

directed to our member organisations.  

BSA was able to fund the operational 

costs from other revenue sources and 

were able to fund into a national 

‘Scratch and Win’ promotion 

themselves.  The rebuild of BSA is 

largely on track with its three outward 

facing objectives – Participation, 

Promotion, and Advocacy, and two 

inward facing objectives – Financial 

Sustainability and Internal Capability. 

On a Saturday in August an inaugural 

Blind Football forum was held in 

Melbourne and attended by 

representatives from Queensland, 

NSW, South Australia, Western 

Australia and Victoria.  The outcome is 

a strategic plan is being developed for 

football in Australia with the ambition 

that football is developed enough to 

 

Blind Sports Australia 
September 2015 

 

Promotion, Participation & Advocacy of Sports for the Australian Blind Community IN THIS ISSUE 

A Message from the CEO A Message from the CEO 
Page 1 

 

Meet Your Board Member 
Member Updates: Blind Sports & 

Recreation Vic 
Blind Sporting Association of NSW 

Page 2  
 

Sporting Wheelies & Disabled 
Association 

Page 3 
 

Association of SA Blind Sporting Clubs 
WA Blind Sports Federation 

Page 4 
 

Morning Tea in Moreland 
Page 5 

 

Australian Blind Bowlers Association 
Blind Cricket Australia 

Page 6 
 

Blind Golf Australia 
Goalball Australia 

Page 7 
 

Blind & Vision Impaired Tenpin Bowling 
Other News 

Page 8 
 

Upcoming Events 
Page 10 

 

BSA Board Members & Member 
Organisations 

Page 11 
 

be competing at an international 

level to have a go at competing at the 

2024 Paralympic Games. 

Blind Sports Australia now have a 

dedicated grant writer resource – 

Margarita Herouvim.  Margarita has 

many years working with not-for-

profit organisations and running 

sponsorship, grants and bequests 

programs.  She has already submitted 

four grant applications for members 

and member organisations can utilise 

Margarita to assist them with grant 

writing – contact me for more details. 

Over the last year I have been asking 

sports to ensure that all members 

and volunteers are in the BSA 

member database.  This is still a 

requirement by the Australian Sports 

Commission and BSA’s recognition 

status has been downgraded to being 

a provisionally recognised National 

Sporting Organisation due to the non-

completion of the database.  This is 

putting the ASC funding BSA receives 

(and is completely directed to 

member organisations) at risk for the 

2016-2017 year.  It would not only 

assist BSA but each and every 

member organisation (not just your 

member organisation) if we could get 

full compliance. 

 

 

  

Blind Sports Australia 

A Foundation Member of the 

Australian Paralympic Committee 

ABN 68 008 621 252 

PO Box 2114, Oak Park  Vic  3046 
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 Blind Sporting 
Association of NSW 
 
Multi-Sports Gala Day  

 

The Blind Sports NSW MULTI SPORTS 

GALA DAY held at Strathfield in 

Sydney on Sunday September 6th 

was another ground breaking event 

supported by key stakeholders and 

Department of NSW Sport and 

Recreation. 

 

The day started with Ten Pin bowling 

and an orientation of volunteers from 

Guide Dogs NSW/ACT to the 10 

volunteers on hand including 8 

students from Australian College of 

Physical Education. Participants then 

were shuttled across to Trinity 

Grammar School to participate in 

cricket hosted by Blind Cricket NSW, 

Futsal/Soccer, Vision Impaired tennis 

coached by Kathy Fahim and finally 

Goalball hosted by NSW Goalball. 

 

Over 30 participants attended the 

day ranging in age from 9-55. A big 

thanks to all involved on a very 

successful day. If you would like to be 

a part of our next day planned for late 

January or any of our on-going 

Lastly, a reminder that the BSA Sport 

forum will be on the weekend of the 

24th and 25th October, with the AGM 

at 2.30pm on Sunday 25th October.  

All interested parties are welcome to 

attend (just let me know for catering 

purposes).  Agenda and invitations 

will be out shortly. 

Stephen Barnes, CEO 
ceo @ blindsportsasustralia.com.au 

 

Meet Garry 
Humphries 

One of our 
new Board 
Members 
 

Garry Humphries joined the Board in 

December 2014 and brings great 

experience to Blind Sports Australia 

having worked with Federal, State 

and Local Governments in 

Queensland.  

 

Garry values practical on the ground 

solutions to give small communities 

the opportunity to fully develop their 

local athletes and encourage broad 

participation by all ages. He believes 

Government can only be successful if 

they engage, understand and partner 

with small communities. Garry’s 

research into alternative service 

delivery models for sport and 

recreation and the partnering 

undertaken by him and his team with 

small communities throughout 

Queensland has helped many bush 

towns to enhance their livability and 

many people to reach their potential.  

Welcome to the Board Garry! 

 

What have our 
Members been 
up to? 

Blind Sports & 
Recreation Victoria 
 
On Thursday October 15th from 

10am - 12pm, we are running a free 

morning tea for people who are 

vision impaired and their 

friends/companions at the Italian 

Sports Club in Werribee, to celebrate 

the 2015 Seniors Festival and White 

Cane Day. This event has been 

supported by the Wyndham City 

Council. 

Also, Blind Sports Recreation Victoria, 

with the support of Transurban and 

the City of Moreland Council, would 

like to invite you to our Morning Tea 

in Moreland program. Friends are 

welcome. It runs the last Tuesday of 

each month at 10:30am with venue 

location to be advised beforehand. 

September 29th we are heading to 

Yiannis Pantheon Cakes, 425 Sydney 

Road Coburg, for traditional Greek 

sweets and coffee. This program 

provides an opportunity for people 

with a vision impairment to socialise, 

sample a range of culturally diverse 

foods, increase confidence travelling 

on public transport and get to know 

the Moreland locality and all it has to 

offer. 

If you are interested in attending 

either of these events, please contact 

Miriam Bilander, Project Coordinator, 

on 98228876 or email 

miriam@blindsports.org.au 

Miriam Bilander 

Blind Sports Victoria 

mailto:miriam@blindsports.org.au
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a committee from Multicap Pine 

Rivers and an army of volunteers 

from the club, drew over 200 

participants with a disability this year 

– a vast increase on the 36 who 

participated when the initiative 

started in 2009. The event now also 

attracts participants from four other 

service providers – Endeavour, ROPE, 

CPL and Centacare. 

Ninety percent of the event was run 

by people with a disability, driven by 

a sports development committee, 

who worked as a team over 10 weeks 

to organise advertising, invitations, 

trophies, uniforms, catering and 

training nights. On the day, people 

with a disability manned the gate, ran 

the canteen, cooked the barbecue 

and spurred the teams on through 

their cheerleading. 

 

Coaches from the club and players 

from the under 15’s team assisted 

with skill development for the 

training nights and during the event. 

“It opened the junior players’ eyes 

and changed their outlook on the way 

they see people with a disability,” 

said Vernon. 

 

The day culminated in a modified 9-a-

side game allowing participants to 

test their skills in a team 

environment. Rugby league legend 

Petero Civoniceva attended the event 

and was suitably impressed, even 

donning a jersey to run out with the 

players. Sharon Rowe, from Multicap 

Pine Rivers, stated, “At the end of the 

day that’s who we all look up to and 

it was great for the players to be able 

to run out with him. Petero would like 

to be an Ambassador for this day, 

which will provide a great deal of 

awareness within the community 

about the abilities of people with a 

disability.” 

 

  
competing as members of 

mainstream sports clubs or 

organisations to be eligible for 

nomination,” she said. 

 

“There are also categories to 

celebrate the valued contribution of 

coaches, officials, volunteers and 

inclusive services. You don’t have to 

be a member of the Association to 

nominate someone for an award, so 

we are encouraging nominations 

from across the community.” 

 

Naomi said the quality of 

nominations for athlete awards was 

expected to be high again this year 

given outstanding performances by 

Queensland athletes with a disability 

at world championships and other 

events leading up to the Rio 2016 

Paralympics. 

 

Nominations close at 5pm on 

Monday 12 October. Winners will be 

announced at the 2015 Annual 

Awards Presentation Dinner on 

Friday 20 November at the Kedron 

Wavell Services Club in Brisbane. 

 

For more information, including 

Award categories, visit 

www.sportingwheelies.org.au 

 

Development day provides multiple 

opportunities for people with a 

disability 

 

A longstanding partnership between 

a passionate coach, a service provider 

and the local club continues to 

provide access to rugby league for an 

increasing number of people with a 

disability in the Moreton Bay region. 

The annual Rugby League 

Development Day was held on 5 

August at Deception Bay Junior Rugby 

League Football Club (JRLFC). The 

day, hosted by coach Arthur Vernon, 

sporting programs including Futsal & 

Cricket which are both about to kick 

off their season please contact 

President Murray Elbourn by email at 

blindsportsnsw@gmail.com 

 

Murray Elbourn, President 

Blind Sports NSW 

 

Sporting Wheelies & 
Disabled Association 
of QLD 
 

2015 Annual Awards nominations 

open 

 

Nominations are now open for 

Sporting Wheelies and Disabled 

Association’s Annual Awards, which 

recognise outstanding achievement 

in sport and healthy activity for 

Queenslanders with a disability. 

 

Thirteen award categories will 

honour individuals and organisations 

for their achievements between 14 

October 2014 and 11 October 2015. 

Member Services Coordinator Naomi 

Oliver said the aim of the awards was 

to recognise “the best of the best” in 

sport and healthy activity for people 

with a physical disability or vision 

impairment across the state. 

 

“In 2014 we broadened some of the 

awards criteria to include people who 

may not necessarily be members of 

the Association, allowing elite 

athletes with a disability who are 

http://www.sportingwheelies.org.au/
mailto:blindsportsnsw@gmail.com
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 Vernon has seen the standard of the 

games played on this day rise over the 

years. He is now looking to connect to 

teams in other areas to provide 

competition opportunities for the 

Moreton Bay participants. “We want 

the community to see that people 

with a disability deserve to have a go 

and show what they can do,” he said. 

 

To find out more about this annual 

event, contact Arthur Vernon 

(Deception Bay JRLFC) on 0433 003 

626 or via email: 

silverfoxarthur@hotmail.com or 

Sharon Rowe (Multicap Pine Rivers) 

on 3889 1638 or email: 

sharonr@multicap.org.au 

 
 

All photos and content is from the 

Sporting Wheelies & Disabled 

Association eNewsletter or website. 

 

Association of SA Blind 
Sporting Clubs 
 
Vision Challenge Fun Run 

 

In perfect weather on the 30th August, 

we held the Vision Challenge Fun Run 

for the 4th consecutive year, which 

turned out to be the best event yet 

with 102 participants each receiving a 

medal as they crossed the finish line. 

 

This event aims to raise awareness of 

the sporting capabilities of vision 

impaired and blind individuals, whilst 

providing the opportunity for 

integration into a mainstream 

sporting opportunity.  Additionally, 

the money raised from the event is 

utilised in providing further sporting 

opportunities for people who are blind 

or vision impaired through Blind 

Sports SA. 

 

Participants either participated on 

their own or entered as a team of two, 

with each member taking it in turn to 

run or walk whilst wearing a blindfold 

as their team mate leads them 

through either a 2, 4 or 8km course. 

 

Following the run, there was an 

opportunity for people to participate 

in other sporting activities including 

Blind Cricket, Goalball and Tandem 

Cycling. We also had a face painter on 

site for the kids, a coffee van and the 

City of Adelaide Lions Club cooked a 

BBQ providing free bacon & egg 

sandwiches. 

 

 
 

During the event everyone was kept 

entertained by the SaSamba band who 

kept the runners motivation up with 

their rhythmic drumming & during 

their down time we had a fantastic 

singer in Madeline Scaife keeping up 

the fun atmosphere. 

 

This year we also had fantastic 

representation from the teachers, 

parents & students from SA School for 

the Vision Impaired (SASVI) & they 

also set up a marquee to show 

everyone the fine work they do. 

 

Plans are already underway to make 

the event even bigger & better in 

2016. 

 
 

Kent Dredge 

Sports Development Officer 

Blind Sports SA 

 

WA Blind Sports 
Federation 
 

The 2015 Blind Citizens Australia 

National Convention is almost here! 

 

Blind Citizens Australia (BCA) is the 

representative body for Australians 

who are blind or vision impaired. The 

organisation advocates on key issues 

and works to connect its members 

across the country. Its national 

convention, held biennially, provides 

the opportunity for people who are 

blind and vision impaired to share 

developments in range of issues. 

 

This year’s theme is “Looking Forward 

Looking Back” Celebrating Blind 

Citizens Australia. 

 

It is the 40th Anniversary of Blind 

Citizens Australia so the Convention 

Dinner theme is Ruby, attendees can 

celebrate by wearing shades of Red. 

 

It’s not too late to register! Come 

along to hear our very own CEO, 

Stephen Barnes, speak at the 

Convention about Blind Sports. 

 

Event details: 

Saturday 10 – Sunday 11 October 2015 

Starting with a Welcome function 

hosted by Blind Citizens WA on Friday 

9th October evening. 

mailto:silverfoxarthur@hotmail.com
mailto:sharonr@multicap.org.au
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  Westerners Blind Golf Club 

 

The business end of the fixtures is 

coming up in September when we play 

our Club Championships and Match 

Play and it won’t be long before we 

are attending the last fixtures on our 

books, the Awards and dinner evening 

on the 20th November at Maylands 

Golf Club. We are also very lucky to 

have a few of our older members 

attend this each year. 

 

We have the WADSA Day at Melville 

Glades and though we don’t have the 

golfers to attend this day as we only 

play 9 holes now we still enjoy it 

immensely; then we have our annual 

game against the Lake Claremont 

retired Men’s Club shortly after once 

their ‘nomad’ members return. We 

have had a few new caddies and a new 

blind golfer and we will continue to 

put our club out to the forefront to try 

to boost our numbers. We have also 

taken delivery of 3 new buggies - 

courtesy of Lotterywest and thanks to 

WADSA for their help - which are in 

use each Friday and our members are 

delighted with them. 

 

Our AGM will be conducted on the 

23rd October after the game and we 

look forward to all our members 

attending this as usual. 

  

Goalball WA hosted the Crestani Cup 

 

Goalball Western Australia had a great 

attendance at for the Crestani Cup 

over the first weekend in August.  

“Thank you to all who attended, you 

helped make it an enjoyable event and 

it was pleasing to see some great 

goalball being played. Great job 

everyone, you should be proud”. 

Althlete Chad Perris - White Tiger of 

Perth, trains at AIS in Canberra. 

A brief snippet provided by Chad 

regarding his experiences -  

“Having another burl at the 200m 

tomorrow, last weekend I was a bit 

rusty with quite a slow 22.90 PB, I still 

have to be better and faster and know 

I can be leading up 

to #Doha2015 pending selection of 

course.” 

 

Trails for Trike 

Break the Boundary has developed a 

rating system specifically for people 

with mobility challenges who are 

unable to ride a standard push bike. 

The system is designed as a guide only 

to the general suitability and 

accessibility for users of handcycles 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/doha2015?source=feed_text&story_id=392369124285614
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 and may vary for individuals based on 

their ability. The rating should be used 

in conjunction with the trail notes in 

the tables below and official websites 

of the trail/ trail condition updates. 

For more information relating to the 

Rating System, visit: 

http://breaktheboundary.com/trails-

4-trikes Erika Webb 

Source: Erika Webb  

via WABSF Facebook page 

Australian Blind 
Bowlers Association 
 
State bowls board lending weight to 
inclusive practices 
 
More than 60 bowlers with a disability 
have enjoyed three days of fierce 
competition during Bowls 
Queensland’s State Multi Disability 
Lawn Bowls Championships at Aspley 
Memorial Bowls Club (31 August-2 
September). 

 
Bowls Queensland (BQ) host the 
annual event with support from its four 
partners – Sporting Wheelies and 
Disabled Association, Life Stream 
Australia, Deaf Sport and Recreation 
Queensland and the Queensland Blind 
Bowlers Association. 
 
Daryl Francey, Development Officer – 
South Queensland, was happy with the 
number of bowlers who travelled from 
as far north as Mossman and as far 
west as Cloncurry to compete at the 
championships. “Over two-thirds of 
the bowlers this year were from 
regional Queensland. This highlights 
the great work our local clubs are doing 
to welcome people with a disability 
across the state,” he said. 

 
The Association’s Sport and Recreation 
Manager David Bartholomaeus said 
Bowls Queensland delivered a quality 
event for the bowlers, with senior 
Bowls Queensland officials playing key 
roles in the delivery of the competition. 

“The quality of the competition this 
year was exceptional, and the BQ 
officials were clearly impressed with 
the level of skill on show,” said 
Bartholomaeus. 

 
Jake Fehlberg won his second 
consecutive Les Bushell Shield for best 
player of the championships within the 
blind bowlers division. Jake took out 
the singles title and pairs title, 
partnering with singles finalist Chris 
Backstrom. 
 
“There was a lot to play for, with 
bowlers in the Sporting Wheelies 
division vying for selection in the 
national 2015 Multibowl 
Championships on the Gold Coast in 
October for bowlers with a physical 
disability,” Bartholomaeus said. 
 
Bowls Queensland Board Director 
Colleen Ryan, stated, “I was blown 
away by the attitude, stamina, 
sportsmanship and camaraderie of the 
participants. They played in the true 
spirit of the game and others could 
learn from that.” 
 
Ryan is now interested in finding out 
what clubs are doing to promote the 
inclusion of people with a disability at 
local level and will discuss the 
championships with the BQ Board. “It’s 
important that all people in the 
community have the same opportunity 
to access and enjoy our sport,” she 
said. 
 

 
 

Source: 
Sporting Wheelies eNewsletter 

  
 
 
 

Coaching a Vision Impaired Bowler 
 
Visit the Bowls Australia website for a 
short and informative video regarding 
vision impaired bowlers 
www.bowlsaustralia.com.au  
 

Adapted from  
Bowls Australia Website 

 

Blind Cricket Australia 
 
David Drew named Australia Blind 
Cricket Head Coach 
 
Cripps Tasmanian Roar Assistant Coach 
David Drew has been appointed the 
new coach for the Australian Blind 
Cricket team. 
 
The Assistant Coach for the Cripps 
Tasmanian Roar (WNCL) and Hobart 
Hurricanes (WBBL) and Head coach for 
the Under 18 girls at the National 
Championships edged out candidates 
from around the country and the world 
to fill the position in what will be his 
first national coaching experience. 
 
Drew said he is thrilled to be involved 
as Head Coach and says coaching the 
national team will be a wonderful 
opportunity to work with athletes at 
the highest level in their sport. 
 
“I am looking to build on the hard work 
the previous coach Peter Robinson has 
done as well as adding my own touch 
to the team’s development and 
ultimate success,” Drew said. 
 
“It will be a real test of my coaching 
skills. It is something that I am very 
excited about and I am looking forward 
to learning new skills from the players 
and from the overall experience." 
 
Drew said his biggest challenge will be 
that he has never coached a blind 
cricket team but said he is going into 
the experience with an open mind and 
a willingness to listen and learn and 
believes with the support he’s already 
been offered that he will settle in 
nicely.  
 

http://breaktheboundary.com/trails-4-trikes
http://breaktheboundary.com/trails-4-trikes
http://www.bowlsaustralia.com.au/
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The BGA Board has decided that this 
event will be an Order of Merit event.  
BGA will work closely with other Blind 
Sporting Associations in Queensland, 
with Vision Queensland and with Golf 
Queensland in organising this event.  
 
One of BGA's objectives with this event 
is to increase the level of awareness of 
blind and vision impaired golf in 
Queensland. Current intentions are to 
hold a "come and try day" for potential 
new golfers on Sunday July 16. 
Processes are in place to have golf 
professionals attend this afternoon to 
assist in showing blind or vision 
impaired people that golf is possible. 
Blind golfers will also attend to show 
those interested how blind golf is 
played. 

Geoff Walsh 
Blind Golf Australia 

 

Goalball Australia 
 

Goalball Australia Website Re-

launched 

Pop on over to 

www.goalballaustralia.com.au to 

check out our new website and find 

out more about our sport in Australia. 

Goalball is a sport exclusively for 

people with a vision impairment.  It 

was invented in 1946 by Austrian, 

Hanz Lorenzen, and German Sepp 

Reindle, in an effort to help in the 

rehabilitation of blinded war veterans. 

 

The game was introduced to the world 

in 1976 at the Paralympics in Toronto, 

Canada and has been played at every 

Paralympic since. As well every four 

years a World Championships has 

been held with the first being in 

Austria in 1978. Since that time the 

popularity of goalball has increased to 

where it is played competitively 

around the world. 

new Board will be available for the next 
newsletter. 
 
Both BGV and BGNSW recently held 
their Annual General Meetings. There 
has been no change in the office 
bearers of each organisation.  
 
The BGV Board is Doug Sloan, Rick 
Krolik, Jo Delaney, Jeff Ellis, Peter North 
and Geoff Walsh.  
 
The NSW Board is John Hayward, Rod 
Mills, Graham Coulton, Jenny Abela 
and Stephen Jackson. 
   
Upcoming Events 
 
The next major event will be the NSW 
Open to be held as usual at Barnwell 
Park Golf Club on September 17/18. 
This is an Order of Merit event for Blind 
Golf Australia. BGA uses the Order of 
Merit to determine places for the 
Biennial IBGA World Championships. 
 
The next “Worlds" will be held in Japan 
late in 2016.    
 
WABGA have arranged a week of golf 
in the week commencing October 12. 
The WA Masters will be held at Collier 
Park Golf Club on October 12/13, 
followed by the WA Open on October 
15/16. 
 
Like the NSW Open, the WA Open is an 
Order of Merit event. It is pleasing to 
note that a number of blind golfers and 
their caddies from NSW/Vic will be 
going to Perth for these events.  
 
At its last meeting, The BGA Board 
agreed to stage an inaugural blind golf 
tournament in Queensland, subject to 
enough of our members expressing an 
indication of interest.  
 
The level of interest is such that this 
event will definitely proceed. 
Negotiations with a suitable golf course 
and hotel are continuing. The event is 
to be called the “Queensland Blind and 
Vision Impaired Golf Open” and played 
as a stableford event. It will be held on 
July 18/19 2016. 
 

His first role as coach will be to defend 
Australia’s current streak against 
England, when the English Blind Cricket 
team travel to Adelaide in January 
2016. 
 
Hundreds of people with visual 
impairment play cricket across 
Australia with Cricket Australia having 
a formal partnership with Blind Cricket 
Australia for the past decade.  
 
For more information 
visit blindcricket.org.au.   
 

 
 

Source: Article & image from the 
Cricket Australia website 

 

Blind Golf Australia 
 
The winter months of June through 
August are fairly quiet for Blind Golf 
with no major tournaments. 
 
WABGA, BGNSW and BGV continue 
with their monthly "club events" during 
winter on regularly damp courses but 
with reasonably good attendances.  
 
BGA Order of Merit after Australian 
Stableford May 2015 - Top 10 

 David Blyth Vic 79 
 Rod Mills NSW 73 
 Gary Sargent NSW  67.5 
 Graham Coulton NSW 64 
 Jeff Ellis Vic 63 
 Doug Burrows WA 57.5 
 Stephen Mitchell NSW 54 
 Jenny McCallum WA 44 
 Glenn Niciejewski Qld/NSW 38.5 
 Doug Sloan Vic 38 

Annual General Meetings 
 
BGA will hold its Annual General 
Meeting on October 7. Details of the 

http://www.goalballaustralia.com.au/
http://www.blindcricket.org.au/
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Goalball is a tough indoor team sport 

for athletes with vision impairment. It 

involves blindfolded players throwing 

themselves in front of a ball travelling 

up to 80km/hour along the court as 

opponents try to score a goal. 

Around 200 players, coaches, officials 

and volunteers will be involved in the 

event, which will feature players from 

Queensland, New South Wales, 

Victoria, South Australia and Western 

Australia. 

 

Competition will be held at Ipswich 

Girls’ Grammar School and Bremer 

State High School, with up to 10 games 

played per day. 

 

Event Coordinator Robyn Stephensen 

said the competition would be tight 

across the men’s, women’s, mixed 

youth and mixed junior divisions. 

 

“Each state brings their toughest 

competitors to the nationals and this 

year will be no exception,” said 

Stephensen. 

 

“It’s an important event for a number 

of the elite players who are preparing 

for international duties at the IBSA 

Goalball Asia/Pacific Championships in 

China in November. These 

championships are the final qualifying 

tournament for the 2016 Paralympic 

Games in Rio.” 

 

“It will also be exciting to see the new 

talent coming through our junior and 

youth ranks across the country.” 

 

As well as champion team honours in 

the four divisions, players will be vying 

for Most Valuable Player, Highest Goal 

Scorer and selection in All Star teams. 

Admission to the championships is 

free and spectators are encouraged to 

come along and support the athletes. 

The championships will be broadcast 

live on the Disability Sports Network 

(www.disabilitysportsnetwork.com). 

 

Article courtesy of Sporting Wheelies 

 

Blind & Vision 
Impaired Tenpin 
Bowling 

8th Australia Blind Tenpin Bowling 
Championships  
 
The next national blind and vision 
impaired tenpin bowling 
championships will be held in Brisbane 
in March 2016. 
 
Where:    Aspley Tenpin Bowl, 149 
Albany Creek Road ASPLEY, Qld. 
 
When:    Monday 7th March to 
Thursday 10th March 2016. 
 
Entry Fee:    To be advised, BUT will not 
exceed $160. 
 
More details on the BVIT web page. 
Link: 
www.bvit.asn.au/2016_nats.html 

 

Glen Barwick, BVIT 

 

Other News 
 

Welcome to the 
Victorian B League 
 
Come and be part of an Australian 
first! 
 
Blind Football (soccer) is played 

outdoors by blind and vision impaired 

athletes on a futsal-sized pitch with 

side kickboards. Sighted people can 

also participate as outfield players by 

wearing eye-shades and the 
goalkeeper is sighted. There are two 

teams of five; four outfield players and 

Goalball competitions are unique to all 

other sports due to the required quiet 

atmosphere inside the playing venue. 

The object of the sport is to roll the 

ball into the opposition's goal while 

the defensive team try to block the 

ball with their bodies.  Bells inside the 

ball help to orientate the players by 

indicating the direction of the 

oncoming ball.  In addition all court 

lines are done in raised, tactile 

markings.  This allows players to 

orientate themselves and be aware of 

their position on the court. 

Goalball is played by both males and 

females, and all athletes wear 

"blackout" eyeshades whilst on the 

playing court.  This allows players with 

varying degrees of vision impairment 

to participate together 

Goalball Australia is the governing 

body for the sport of Goalball in 

Australia and works with state goalball 

associations, Blind Sports Australia 

and the Australian Paralympic 

Committee to develop and grow the 

sport. 

Countdown starts to Australian 

Goalball Championships 

With three weeks to the start of the 

2015 Australian Goalball 

Championships, preparations are well 

underway to host Australia’s best 

goalball players in Ipswich, 

Queensland on 1-4 October. 

 

 
 

http://www.disabilitysportsnetwork.com/
http://www.bvit.asn.au/2016_nats.html
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  League. The cost to register is $30 per 

person. 

 
 

How do I sign up? 

 

For further information contact Susan 
at Blind Sports and Recreation Victoria 

on 03 9822 8876 or visit: 

blindsports.org.au/sports-2/blind-

soccer  

The Victorian B League is a partnership 

between Blind Sports Victoria, 

Football Federation Victoria and Social 

Goal. 

Dave Connolly 

Co-founder, Social Goal 

 
Cash Rebates for 
Sporting Teams going 
to Canberra 
 
Roundhouse Hotels are offering CASH 

REBATES when teams, coming to 

Canberra, book as a group in one of 

their three properties. 

 

The rebate can go back to the club in 

cash, or be applied as an additional 

discount off our already very 

competitive Sports Rate. 

 

Alternatively, whenever your 
members, their sporting teams or 
their family and friends are visiting 
Canberra they can automatically get a 
further discount of the Sports Rate by 
booking on line and using the 
promotional code “SPORTS”. 
 
For further information about this 
offer contact Carol Sinclair,  

a goalkeeper. It is played with an 

audible ball which makes a rattling 

noise to allow players to locate it. 

Why play? 

 Enhances communication skills 
 Improves orientation and mobility 
 Heightens spatial awareness and 

echo location 

The Victorian B-League will be the first 

blind football league in Australia. 

There will be two competitions within 

the Victorian B-League. The first will 

be the B1 League, which will be played 

to the above mentioned international 

rules, with all outfield players wearing 

an eye mask. The second will be the 

B2/B3 League, played by people with 

varying degrees of vision loss. Sighted 

people are able to participate in both 

divisions.  All equipment will be 

provided including eye masks, head 

guards, playing shirts etc. 

Training sessions 
 
Training sessions will take place on 

Sunday 20 and 27 September and 

Sunday 11 October 2015 from 1.30-

3.30pm at Docklands multi-purpose 

sports field, Harbour Esplanade, 

between Collins and Bourke Sts, 

Docklands. 

Victorian B-League dates 
 

The Victorian B-League will 

commence on Sunday 18 October, 

with finals on Sunday 6 December 

2015.  Games will take place at 
Docklands multi-purpose sports field 

between 1.30-5pm each week. No 
games on Sunday 1 November 2015. 

Who can play? 
 

Everyone! Males and females aged 16 

and up who are blind, partially sighted 

and sighted can play in the Victorian B-

Director of Sales and Marketing at The 
Roundhouse Hotel Group via 
roundhousehotels@gmail.com 

 
Blind Football 
Development Forum 
 

On Saturday 15 August 2015, 
representatives from the various state 
associations attended the kick off 
strategy day for the development of 
Blind Football in Australia. 
 
The day was full of sharing of activities 
and learnings across each state 
organisations, which assisted in the 
development of the goals and a 
framework to develop Blind Football in 
Australia and a pathway to achieve the 
goals.  The specific goals that were 
agreed on: 
 

 More vision impaired playing 
football 

 Development of State and / or 
National teams 

 National Team in 2024 Paralympic 
Games 

 7 aside 2023 IBSA 
 
This strategy will be presented at the 
Blind Sport Australia AGM in October 
for endorsement. 
 
I would like to thank the following 
attendees for their participation and 
the Australian Paralympic Committee 
for allowing us to use the premises to 
conduct the workshop. 
 
• Murray Turner, Blind Sports 

Victoria 
• Murray Elbourn, Blind Sports New 

South Wales 
• David Bartholomaeus, Sporting 

Wheelies & Disabled Association 
• Kent Dredge, Blind Sports SA 
• Erika Webb, Blind Sports WA 
• Greg Madson, Blind Sports WA 
• Stephen Barnes,  CEO Blind Sports 

Australia 
 

Voula Karantzas, Director  
Blind Sports Australia 

http://l.gbtrck.com/9d493a88-1e40-41c4-93ad-a2452ed2c02c
http://l.gbtrck.com/de9edad3-fa2a-4a04-89ef-26b61a558bc6
mailto:roundhousehotels@gmail.com
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Playing adaptive sports 
linked to higher 
employment, 
economic impact 
 
A new study from the University of 

Houston Department of Health and 

Human Performance (HHP) finds 

playing an adaptive sport can have 

dramatic results on the athlete and 

the economy. 

 

"Our analysis shows that playing an 

additional year of adaptive sport is 

associated with an approximately 4 

percent increase in likelihood of 

employment every year for 10 

years before the benefits flatten 

out," said Michael Cottingham, 

associate professor and the study's 

principal investigator.  

 

"Resources to support disability 

sport are lacking, though, in part 

because of the perceived lack of 

economic return of investing in 

these programs." 

 

The study was published in the 

international, multidisciplinary 

journal Disability and 

Rehabilitation. 

 

Cottingham notes previous 

research has found disability sport 

provides a strong social support 

system, increased self-confidence 

and peer-education system, which 

helps athletes identify resources to 

gain employment and mentorship. 

 

"These factors are probably 

directly and indirectly impacting 

employment," he said. "To what 

extent we don't yet know, but 

what seems clear is that disability 

sport is a catalyst." 

 
Note: the above information is an 

excerpt only. For a full copy of the 

article visit the Blind Sports 

Australia Facebook page. 

 

Upcoming 
Events 

October 2015 
 

1st to 5th October 

Australian Goalball Championships, 

Queensland 

 

9th to 11th October 

Blind Citizens Australia National 

Conference, Perth 

 

12th to 13th October 

2015 Blind Golf WA Masters, Collier 

Park 

 

15th to 16th October  

2015 Blind Golf WA Open, Collier 

Park 

 

17th to 18th October 

Paraduathlon World Championships, 

Adelaide 

 

24th to 25th October  

Blind Sports Australia Members 

Forum, Melbourne 

 

25th October 

Blind Sports Australia AGM, 

Melbourne 

 

November 2015 
 

21st to 29th November  

Pacific School Games, Adelaide 

26th November to 3rd December 

IFDS Sailing World Championships, 

Victoria 

 

Dates to be confirmed 

Goalball Asia Pacific Championship, 

Hangzhou, China 

December 2015 
 

28th December to 9th January 

34th Blind Cricket Australia 

Nationals, Melbourne 

 

Dates to be confirmed 

ASEAN Para Games, Singapore 

 

January 2016 
 

Dates to be confirmed 

Blind Cricket Australia ‘Ashes Series’, 

Melbourne 

 

March 2016 
 

7th & 10th March 

BVIT Nationals, Aspley Tenpin Bowl 

Brisbane 

 

April 2016 
 

Dates to be confirmed 

Goalball Aussie Invitational 

 

2017 
 

Dates to be confirmed 

World Blind Bowls Championship, 

South Africa 
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