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From the CEO  
 
The Board and I have had a busy few months 
finalising the year of financial year and 
working to increase awareness in blind sport 
in Australia. 
 
The 2013-2014 financial year was very 
challenging for Blind Sports Australia however 
we have had the financial reports audited and 
are pleased to report a surplus for the first 
time in a number of years.  A strategic priority 
for Blind Sports Australia is to become 
financially sustainable and the upcoming year 
we will be continuing working towards that 
goal. 
 
The new BSA website was launched at the 
start of July.  I thank those people that were 
kind enough to help with feedback.  We are 
very pleased with the end result – with plenty 
of information on the website.  We have also 
seen a real increase in traffic to the website 
and we are receiving a few enquiries every 
week of either where someone can 
participate in sport or volunteer to assist a 
blind athlete.  I encourage all member 
organisations to send me content for their 
own pages on the BSA website.  We would 
also like more photos to include. 
 
In August David Blyth and I attended the 
“Sport in Victoria – Who’s really winning” 
forum at the MCG.   
 

 
Prof John Madden (Victoria University), Brian Morris (CEO, 
Melbourne & Olympic Parks Trust), John O’Sullivan (Managing 
Director, Tourism Australia), Andrew Westacott (CEO, 
Australian Grand Prix Corporation) 
 

We were able to network with a number of 
leading and prominent sporting figures and 
sporting organisation.   
 

 
Prof Rob Moodie (University of Melbourne), Kate Palmer 
(CEO,Netball Australia, Chair VIS), John Wylie(ASC), Chris 
Carter(Crawford report author, President Geelong Football 
Club) 

 
The overwhelming theme was that sports 
wanted more attention to participation and 
grass-root sports. 
 

 
Caroline Wilson (Chief Football writer, The Age), Associate 
Professor Dennis Hempill (Victoria University), David Grace QC 
(President Athletics Australia), Richard Ings (former CEO/Chair, 
ASADA) 
 

David and I also had a long meeting with 
Anthony Moore, Deputy CEO and General 
Manager Participation and Sustainable Sport 
from the Australia Sports Commission.  A 
takeaway that directly impacts our members 
is the ASC put to the government an increase 
in the grants to NSOs for participation 
however it was rejected by the politicians.   
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We also met with Ron Hooton, CEO of Vision 
Australia in September and are arranging a 
meeting with Ron and his direct reports to 
work on a plan to work closer together to get 
more people participating in sport. 
 
Gary Sargent was a guest on Blind Sports 
Radio discussing issues faced by blind sports 
in Australia, and I was a guest on 2RPH In 
Focus session with Peter Greco discussing the 
new website. 
 
Over the next few months BSA Director Sam 
Theodore will be attending the opening of the 
Goalball Nationals in Adelaide, I will be 
meeting with John Vance from ABBA, David 
Blyth will be meeting with Greg Madson and 
Erika Webb from WABSF in Perth, BSA 
Directors Gary Sargent and David Blyth will be 
at the Golf Nationals, Sam Theodore and I will 
be attending the Australian Sports Hall of 
Fame Awards, and David Blyth and Sam 
Theodore will be attending the IBSA Executive 
meeting in Tokyo in November. 
 
And finally, a quick heads up that the BSA 
Annual General Meeting will be the 19th 
October at Vision Australia, Kooyong in 
Melbourne.  We would like to have as many 
people as possible attend so mark in a diary a 
weekend in the sporting capital! 
 
Stephen Barnes 
CEO 

Member Opportunities 

Travel insurance 
 
We strongly encourage members, their family 
friends and generally everyone that is 
travelling to check out travel insurance via our 
website.  
 
Either click on one of the Covermore banners 
or use the link below  
 

https://track.commissionfactory.com.au/t/1529
9/11003/ 

 
Using the banner or the link above you will 
get the same travel insurance as if you went 
through major travel agencies BUT up to 30% 
cheaper! 
If you go direct to Covermore or through a 
travel agent you will not receive the 
discounted price – you must use the link or 
the banner.  And remember – anyone that 
needs travel insurance can access it through 
these links 
 
Why is BSA promoting this – because not only 
do you get great travel insurance at a great 
price, but BSA receives a commission for 
every policy purchased. 

Media releases 
 
Getting the news, events and concerns of 
blind sports out into the public arena has 
been difficult.  We are very pleased to be able 
to offer member organisations unlimited 
press releases to be distributed to all media 
outlets in Australia – print, radio, TV and 
through search engines. 
 
We encourage our members to avail 
themselves of this opportunity – every time 
you have an event happening, or something 
to celebrate please write a short press release 
and send it through to Stephen Barnes at BSA. 
 
Please also include the contact details of the 
people who would be available to be 
contacted regarding the press release.  Also 
give me a few days notice so the press release 
can be distributed at the correct time. 
 

Use the BSA logo 
 
On most correspondence from BSA and on 
our website you will notice that we include 
the Australian Sports Commission and the 
Australian Paralympic Committee logos. 
 

https://track.commissionfactory.com.au/t/15299/11003/
https://track.commissionfactory.com.au/t/15299/11003/
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We invite, and encourage, our member 
organisations to use the Blind Sports Australia 
logo on their correspondence and advertising 
material in much the same way.  
 

 
 
We have found that adding the Australian 
Sports Commission and the Australian 
Paralympic Committee logos has assisted 
develop the BSA brand and lent some more 
creditability to the BSA brand.  It also assists 
promoting the Australian Sports Commission 
and the Australian Paralympic Committee 
brands. 
 
Additionally we have BSA banners, and access 
to ASC banners, that we would appreciate 
being displayed at all national events and 
competitions, and for state members at state 
events. 
 
If you would like to use the BSA logo, or the 
BSA and ASC banners please contact Stephen 
Barnes. 

Blind Sports Australia 

Swimming Championships 
 
The Blind Sports Australia National Swimming 
Championships will be held on Saturday 29th 
November at SOPAC – Homebush, NSW.  
Entries close Monday 17th November.  For 
entry forms please contact your State blind 

sports organisation or email 
admin@blindsportsaustralia.com.au . 

Pin & Win 
 
BSA has a national fundraising promotion 
underway – the ‘Pin & Win’ campaign.  We 
ask the public to buy a collectible lapel pin 
and receive a complimentary scratch card 
where they could win some of the $60,000 of 
cash prizes on offer.  If you see the sellers of 
the ‘Pin & Win’ please go up and have a chat 
to them – it really helps them to sell the cards 
when they have a better understanding about 
vision impairment and the benefits of sport to 
our constituents (and please buy a lapel pin 
too!).   
 
The other aspect of the national fundraising 
promotion is it also promotes blind sports to 
the general public.  It has been really great 
receiving emails and notes from people 
congratulating us (which includes our 
members) on supporting people partake in 
blind and vision impaired sporting 
opportunities.  

Volunteering? 
 
Do you, or one of your members, need some 
volunteers?  Need help with a ‘Come and try’ 
Day, or a sausage sizzle?  Then let Stephen 
Barnes know the details and BSA will try and 
get some volunteers to assist.  Send what 
types of volunteers you need, time 
commitment, and any other requirements 
and information – and don’t forget to send 
contact details too.  

 
 

mailto:admin@blindsportsaustralia.com.au
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What have the members been 

up to? 
 

Vision Challenge 
 

 

Just a reminder - Blind Sporting Association of 
South Australia are hosting the 2014 Vision 
Challenge in Adelaide in October.  Participants 
can enter to run/jog/walk either a 2, 4 or 8km 
circuit within the safe confines of Victoria 
Park. The predominantly flat circuit utilises 
the wide road areas and compact pathways 
starting from in front of the Victoria Park 
grandstand. 
 
In addition this event provides a unique team 
challenge where participants can also enter as 
a team of two, with each member taking turns 
to wear a blindfold and walk or run whilst 
being led by their team-mate to around either 
a 2 or 4km circuit or really challenge the way 
you see the world over 8km. 
 

This event is aiming to raise awareness of the 
sporting capabilities of vision impaired or 
blind individuals, whilst providing the 
opportunity for integration into a mainstream 
sporting opportunity. 
 
There will also be an opportunity to ride a 
tandem bike or participate in other vision 
impaired sports for free! 
 
BSA member’s members get a discount off the 
entry fee. Please support this event. 
 

Goalball Australia 
Goalball Nationals begin in Adelaide on the 
2nd October.  Best of luck to all teams 
competing, and congratulations to Goalball 
South Australia for the organisation of the 
event. 
 
 Congratulations also to the Aussie Belles who 
won silver at the 2014 Japan Para Goalball 
Championships. 
 

 
 
The men should also get a mention for their 
performances at the LA Locomotion Goalball 
event in USA - In the bronze medal game 
Australia Green def Australia Gold 11-3 Gold 
Medal Game Cyclones def Earthquake 11-1 by 
mercy 
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BVIT 
 
Go to the link below for the September 
edition of the BVIT newsletter. 
 
http://www.bvit.asn.au/newsletter.html 
 

WABSF 
The WA Blind Cricket Club ‘The Venetians’, are 
doing a Come & Try games on Friday 21st 
November and Saturday 22nd November. 
Contact WA Blind Cricket by emailing 
wablindcricket@gmail.com for more 
information. 
 
Tash Cugley was awarded 2014 Sports Star of 
the  ear by  WADSA  (WA Disabled Sports 
Association).  Well Done Tash. 
 
Good luck to Tash Cugley and Kaitlin Larney 
will play with Rachel Henderson from South 
Australia in a combined WA/SA team at the 
Goalball Nationals. 
 
After their success in Japan the WA Blind 
Sailing team have gone on to win Gold and 
become World Champions. 
 
WA blind sailing team “Lost At Sea” is 
celebrating after winning world gold in 
America during September.  The team was 
unmatched throughout the International 
Association for Disabled Sailing Blind Match 
Racing World Championships, which were 
held on Lake Michigan.  
 
 

 
WA Blind Sailing team – Ryan, Erin and Kylie. 

Blind Cricket Australia 
 
As summer draws closer so does the cricket 
season which is shaping up to be a busy one. 
 
Blind Cricket Australia accepted New Zealand 
Blind Cricket's offer to tour in January! BCA 
will be sending a 14 man development side 
(Blind Australia A*) to compete against the 
Kiwis in the T20 & ODI series, (18/1/15-
26/1/15). 
 
The team will be: 
 
 B3's Mikey David Hamilton (Captain), Daniel 
James Pritchard , Steffan Nero, Shaun 
Fitzpatrick, Jack McAlister, Josh Campbell, 
Nathan Quigg, B2's Bradley Brider, Ricky 
Segura, Mathew Kent, B1's Sam Byrne, Zac 
Sheehan, Brendan Young , Tahir Ahmed, 
Callum Harper. 
 
A 16 man squad will also represent Australia 
in the 4th One Day International Blind Cricket 
World Cup to be held in Cape Town, South 
Africa in November 2014.  Good luck to you 
all. 
 
Did you see some of the Blind Cricket team 
take on Brett Lee and Glenn McGrath on ‘The 
Project – Brett and Glenn didn’t find it as easy 
as they may have thought? 

http://www.bvit.asn.au/newsletter.html
mailto:wablindcricket@gmail.com
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Golf 
 
The NSW Golf Open was held on the 18th and 
19th September.  Congratulations to all those 
who participated. 
 
Results were:- 
 
36 Hole Stroke Event 
 
Net Winner: - Rod Mills - Net 110 
Gross Winner: - Gary Sargent – Gross 189 
Ladies Net Champion:- Elsie McCulloch – Net 
123 
B3 Net Winner:  -Kerry Vidler – Net 122  
B2 Net Winner:  - Graham Coulton - Net 120 
B1 Net Winner:  - David Blyth – Net 117  
Putting Champion: - Gary Sargent - 60 Putts 
(Erik Royds Perpetual Trophy) 

BSA NSW 
 
BSA NSW just ran a very successful Kids Camp.  
Nine girls and seven boys attended.  The 
photos below some of the fun had but tune 
into The Project on Channel 10 on Thursday 
9th October to see for yourself the fun the kids 
had.  Well done to Ben, Karin and the team of 
BSA NSW people that volunteered their time 
and expertise to make this happen.  Ben tells 
me they already have interest in next year’s 
camp and the booking has been made for the 
24th – 27th September 2015. 
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Blind Sports Victoria 
 
For Victorian clubs, please find a link below to 
a grant program that may be applicable to 
your organisation or one of your members. 
 
http://www.vichealth.vic.gov.au/Funding-
Opportunities/Funding-Schemes/Active-Club-
Grants.aspx 
 
Blind Sports Victoria AGM is on Tuesday 14th 
October at 6pm at Vision Australia, Kooyong 
Victoria. 

Sporting Wheelies and Disabled 

Association 
 
The Queensland women’s cricket team, the 
Queensland Fire, have swapped their cricket 
pads for blackout eyeshades as part of a 
team-building session with some of the state's 
top Goalball players with vision impairment. 
 
Sixteen Queensland Fire players visited the 
YMCA Bowen Hills in Brisbane to see the 
Goalball players in action, before running 
through some skills and drills with Sporting 
Wheelies and Disabled Association’s Sports 
Development Coordinator Ben MacFie, who is 
a national representative Goalball player.  
 

 
 
The session was the brainchild of Queensland 
Fire player Dee Kimmince, who volunteered at 
the Association’s recent state Goalball 
championships and thought the sport would 

make a good team-building activity for her 
team mates. 
 
Dee is undertaking a volunteer placement role 
with the Association as part of Cricket 
Australia’s “Beyond the Boundary” program 
for contracted Australian players. 
 
“Dee thought it would be a great activity for 
the Queensland Fire to work on their 
teamwork and communication skills, given 
that Goalball is played with blackout 
eyeshades,” said Ben. 
 
“We ran the team through some ball passing 
drills so they could learn about the 
communication needed between players on 
court, and then they had the opportunity to 
play against each other in teams with our 
Queensland junior Goalball team members 
Katja Dedekind and Connor Perring.” 
 
Dee said the Queensland Fire enjoyed working 
with the talented players “who made it look 
so easy”, and admired how hard it is to 
compete in a sport when you have no vision. 
 
“I guess the biggest thing was not so much the 
physical component, but how disoriented we 
felt once we had our blindfolds on,” she said. 
 

 
 
“We had to learn to trust our team mates, 
communicate whether that be speaking or 
tapping the court to let your team mates 
know where you are in relation to them, but 
also giving encouragement after the release 
of the ball no matter what the outcome.   

http://www.vichealth.vic.gov.au/Funding-Opportunities/Funding-Schemes/Active-Club-Grants.aspx
http://www.vichealth.vic.gov.au/Funding-Opportunities/Funding-Schemes/Active-Club-Grants.aspx
http://www.vichealth.vic.gov.au/Funding-Opportunities/Funding-Schemes/Active-Club-Grants.aspx
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“We can take a lot out of Goalball as a team. 
The simple things like trust, communication 
and encouragement are three important 
qualities needed to be a successful team.  
 
“We really appreciate the opportunity that we 
were given by Sporting Wheelies and Disabled 
Association to attend the day. It was an 
opportunity for us to do something 
completely different and have some fun with 
it. 
 
“The Fire girls think it's really important to get 
involved in other organisations within the 
Brisbane community and show our support 
for other athletes.”  
 
Dee will be working with Ben and the state’s 
top junior athletes with disabilities in the 
Association’s Junior Development Program as 
part of her placement. 
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Upcoming events 
 
For all upcoming events please go to the BSA 
website events page 
 
http://www.blindsportsaustralia.com.au/even
ts.html 
 
The events calendar is also downloadable in 
pdf format. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

http://www.blindsportsaustralia.com.au/events.html
http://www.blindsportsaustralia.com.au/events.html
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Contact details and links 
 
Blind Sports Australia 
P.O.Box 2114 
Oak Park, VIC 3046 
Australia 
 
Email: admin@blindsportsaustralia.com.au 
Website: www.blindsportsaustralia.com.au  
 
CEO – Stephen Barnes 
 
Board Chair – David Blyth AO 
Board member – Gary Sargent 
Board member – Sam Theodore 
Board Secretary – Stephen Barnes 
 
 
 

 

mailto:admin@blindsportsaustralia.com.au
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