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From the CEO  
 
The BSA AGM was held in October and well 
attended by members.  We said thank you 
and goodbye to David Blyth and Gary Sargent 
who decided not to stand for re-election to 
the Board.  Sam Theodore was re-elected and 
we also welcomed Paul Harpur who was 
elected to the Board.  Also thank you to Eileen 
Sargent who stood down as Secretary at the 
AGM and Melissa Martin was subsequently 
appointed Secretary. 
 
Shortly after the AGM the BSA Board met and 
appointed Michael Clemens and Claire 
Ashworth to the Board, and elected Sam 
Theodore as Chair and Voula Karantzas as 
Deputy Chair.  Congratulations to all new 
Directors and Sam, Voula and Mel on their 
officeholder appointments. 
 
BSA had been waiting for the outcome of Play 
Sport Australia funding grants via the 
Australian Sports Commission, and the various 
compliance requirements, prior to finalising 
its strategy for 2016-2017.  In October we 
were advised that we would receive a grant 
again, and the compliance and reporting 
would be less onerous.  There is a little more 
information on the Australian Sports 
Commission Investment grants in this 
newsletter. 
 
At this point we also had the audit completed 
and the audited financial statements are now 
available on the BSA website or by clicking 
this link. 
 
http://blindsportsaustralia.com.au/wp-
content/uploads/2016/11/Signed-Financial-
Statements-2016-public.pdf  
 
We have also been working with Wendy 
Brooks Consulting developing a diversified 
fundraising strategy which will be completed 
in the New Year? 
 
Good luck to those participating at the All 
Abilities Cricket competition in Geelong in 

January, and the BCA team off to India for the 
T20 competition in February. 
 
Best wishes to everyone for the festive season 
and have a happy and safe New Year. 
 
 
Stephen Barnes 
Acting CEO 
 

Board profile – Dr Paul Harpur 
 
Paul was elected 
to the BSA Board 
in October 2016 
having been 
nominated by 
Sporting Wheelies 
and Disabled 
Association in 
Queensland. 
 
Paul is an internationally recognised disability 
rights scholar, lawyer and advocate. He was 
admitted as a lawyer in 2004 and completed 
his PhD in 2009. Dr Harpur has tenure at the 
TC Beirne School of Law at the University of 
Queensland where he is a highly acclaimed 
educator and successful researcher. He has 
received research funding from domestic and 
international sources and is widely published 
on disability rights and laws.  
 
In addition to being a full-time senior lecturer 
and part-time special advisor on employment 
laws, Paul is a former Paralympian, silver 
medallist in the 2003 International Blind 
Sports Association World Titles and at one 
point was the fastest blind man in the world 
in athletics over the 100m 

 
ASC update 
 
The ASC have recently released summary 
document into the findings from their survey 
on sport participation.  The report can be 
found on the BSA website or here. 
 

http://blindsportsaustralia.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Signed-Financial-Statements-2016-public.pdf
http://blindsportsaustralia.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Signed-Financial-Statements-2016-public.pdf
http://blindsportsaustralia.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Signed-Financial-Statements-2016-public.pdf
http://blindsportsaustralia.com.au/ausplay-participation-data-for-the-sport-sector/
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Every year all National Sporting Organisations 
are subjected to an Australian Sports 
Performance Review.  This is an iterative 
process, however, to date BSA is pleased with 
the results of their performance in the review 
and the year on year improvement.  The 
governance part of the review will be 
undertaken in January with the results 
available in March.  The ASC has a set of 22 
governance standards which are mandatory 
for the largest sporting organisation however 
all sporting organisations are evaluated 
against them and their progress to compiling 
with them.  At present BSA complies with 17 
of the 22 governance standards.  As with a lot 
of things the final part is the hardest – and will 
require collective support from all BSA 
member organisations for BSA to become 
fully compliant with the governance 
standards.  The BSA Board are working on a 
strategy to become fully compliant and will be 
providing information to members shortly. 
 
Simon Hollingsworth resigned as CEO of the 
ASC and this month Kate Palmer was 
appointed as the new CEO.  Kate was until 
recently the CEO of Netball Australia and has 
overseen a major transformation of netball in 
Australia.  Kate will start in her role late 
January.  Also Michael Thompson has left the 
ASC and his role as General Manager, Sport 
Participation and Sustainability, to take up the 
role of CEO at the ACT Brumbies rugby club.   
Simon Rodder who some of you have met at 
various BSA forums has also left the ASC and 
has taken up a new role at Special Olympics in 
Victoria. 
 

ASC funding 
 
Just some background information on 
Australian Sports Commission funding for 
2016-2017.  Below is a link to the breakdown 
of funding by sport and organisation.   
 
http://www.ausport.gov.au/__data/assets/pd
f_file/0004/653449/ASC_Investment_allocati
on_2016-17.pdf 
 
A couple of observations 
 

 Total ASC funding through grants has 
decreased by $3.7m or 3% (the 
government’s  ‘efficiency dividend’ 
has been applied to the grant pool) 

 The larger sports have generally had 
funding cuts – some quite severe 

 Participation funding has decreased  
by $1.8m or 8.2% 

 The only NSOD to have a change in 
funding was Deaf Sports who lost the 
$100,000 additional funding they 
received two years ago.  All other 
NSODs, and now also Deaf Sports, are 
receiving the same funding as three 
years ago – but at least it is not a 
decrease. 

 Goalball funding through the APC 
reduced by $4.5k to $85.5K or 5%.  
(Note the APC are again managing 
Goalball ) 

 BSA are no longer the lowest funded 
sport - we are the 7th lowest funded 
sport – so an improvement! 

 
 
Some food for thought! 

Scratch and Win Promotion 
  
On the 30th January 2017 BSA will again be 
commencing another ‘Scratch and Win’ 
promotion.  Sellers will be initially in Adelaide, 
Sydney, Newcastle and Wollongong.  This will 
be a smaller promotion than previous years 
however it is a major source of funding for 
BSA.   I would encourage you to support BSA 
with this promotion and if you see the sellers 
have a chat to them – it helps them getting 
the perspectives of vision impaired persons to 
not only sell the products but also to help the 
sellers educate and advocate on behalf of 
blind sports to the public. 

A brief history of disabled sport 

in Australia 
 
Sport for people with disabilities grew from a 
rehabilitation and disability-specific 

http://www.ausport.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/653449/ASC_Investment_allocation_2016-17.pdf
http://www.ausport.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/653449/ASC_Investment_allocation_2016-17.pdf
http://www.ausport.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/653449/ASC_Investment_allocation_2016-17.pdf
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environment largely post World War I.  
However, few generic sporting organisations 
incorporated opportunities for people with 
disabilities until recent years. The upshot was 
the creation of a large number of 
organisations at national, state and local 
levels that catered for specific sports (such as 
Riding for the Disabled) or specific disabilities 
(such as the Australian Blind Sports 
Federation – now BSA). Many of these 
organisations are very small and service niche 
populations. 
 
In the 1960s, wheelchair sport organisations 
were established in each Australian State.  
The responsibility for selecting and organising 
international teams resided with the 
Australian Paraplegic and Quadriplegic 
Council, established in 1960, and then 
from 1971 with the Australian Paraplegic and 
Quadriplegic Sports Sub-Committee. This 
committee became the basis for the 
Australian Wheelchair Sports 
Federation, the first National Sporting 
Organisation for the Disabled (NSOD) in 
Australia. 
 
The Australian Confederation of Sport for the 
Disabled was established in 1975 as a vehicle 
for co-operation between the various 
international and national sports 
organisations for the disabled. The role of the 
Confederation was to collate and disseminate 
information, act as a united lobbying voice, 
and assist in organising and funding Australian 
Teams to the summer and winter Paralympic 
Games. 
 
The number of organisations formed to 
provide advocacy, delivery, and coordination 
of programs for persons with disability 
increased during the decades of the 1970’s, 
1980’s and 90’s. National Sporting 
Organisations (NSOs) were being encouraged 
by the Australian Sports Commission to 
include persons with a disability into their 
existing programs as well as planning and/or 
developing specific programs. 
 
National Sporting Organisations for the 
Disabled were established to provide sporting 

opportunities for people with specific 
disabilities or to support a disabled 
component of a generic sport. They continue 
to play a role in the delivery of sport to 
persons with a disability. 
 

 Sports Inclusion Australia – 
Established in 1986 as a national 
organisation dedicated to increasing 
the sporting and recreational 
opportunities for all people with an 
intellectual disability. 

 Blind Sports Australia – Formerly 
known as the ‘Australian Blind Sports 
Federation’, this organisation was 
formed in 1980 and works with 
National Sporting Organisations to 
develop their sport specific programs 
to meet the needs of vision impaired 
Australians. 

 Deaf Sports Australia – Affiliated in 
1955 as the ‘Australian Deaf Sports 
Federation’, this organisation is the 
peak body dedicated to facilitating 
participation by deaf and hearing 
impaired Australians at all levels of 
sport. 

 Disability Sports Australia – An 
organisation established in 2003 with 
three founding NSODs. Membership 
was expanded in 2012 to include 
many State Sporting Organisations 
serving persons with disability. The 
founding member organisations of 
DSA are: Australian Sports 
Organisation for the Disabled; 
Cerebral Palsy; Australian Sports and 
Recreation Federation, and; 
Wheelchair Sports Australia. 

 Disabled WinterSport Australia – 
Established in 1979 as the ‘Australian 
Disabled Skiers Federation’, this 
organisation promotes opportunities 
for disabled Australians to enjoy 
winter sports. 

 Riding for the Disabled Association of 
Australia - Formed in 1979 by 
agreement among five state riding 
associations. 

 Special Olympics Australia – 
Established in 1976, this organisation 
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provides opportunities for all 
intellectually disabled Australians, 
regardless of ability, to participate in 
sport as part of the global Special 
Olympics movement. 

 Transplant Australia - This 
organisation works in areas of 
advocacy, awareness and support for 
persons experiencing organ and tissue 
transplantation.  

 
In 1990 the Australian Confederation of Sport 
for the Disabled was disbanded and replaced 
by the Australian Paralympic Federation. Its 
founding members were the NSODs. In 1991 
the ASC established the Aussie Able Program 
to assist elite Australian athletes with a 
disability to compete in international events. 
Assistance included the appointment of a 
dedicated coach and the awarding of 
Australian Institute of Sport (AIS) scholarships. 
 
The Australian Paralympic Committee was 
originally established in 1990 as the Australian 
Paralympic Federation to coordinate the 
Australian Paralympic Team. However, with 
the awarding of the 2000 Paralympic Games 
to Sydney, the APC accepted the role of 
preparing Paralympic athletes across all sports 
so that in 2000 the APC managed the 
programs of all 18 sports in which Australia 
competed. 
 
The APC also developed expertise which 
enabled it to identify and effectively address 
wider needs. After the Sydney Games, the 
APC initiated and guided the process of 
‘mainstreaming’, whereby the generic 
national sporting organisations (NSOs) take 
responsibility for integrating the disability side 
of their sport within their organisational 
structure. The APC expanded its role in 
educating Australians about Paralympic sport, 
identifying and nurturing talented athletes, 
and advocating for sport for people with 
disabilities. 
 
Today BSA is one of 17 members of the APC. 

Blind Football 
 
BSA and the FFA have met and drafted a 
Memorandum of Understanding for the 
development of blind football in Australia.  It 
is likely that this MoU will be ratified early in 
the New Year. 
 
BSA has also nominated three referees for the 
national and international duties.  They will 
need to complete a training and accreditation 
course prior to presiding over matches. 
 
Social Goal is again on in Melbourne this 
summer, and the after school program in 
Adelaide has finished for the school year. 
 
WABSF are organising a ‘Come and Try 
Football’ day in Perth early in the New Year. 
 

City Vision Football Academy 

Melbourne City Football Club will be 
conducting a FREE clinic for vision 
impaired boys and girls aged 5-12 years. 
 
Date:     Wednesday, 8 January 2017 
 
Where:  City Football Academy,   

Melbourne  
 2 Crissane Road, Bundoora 
Time: 2.30pm – 4pm 
 
For further information or to register go to 
www.melbournecityfc.com.au  
(select ‘Community’ tab and then ‘Community 
Events’) or contact Susan at the BRSV office 
on 9822 8876 after 4/1/17. 
 
(This program is supported by Guide Dogs 
Victoria and Blind Sports & Recreation 
Victoria) 

Prohibited substances update 
 
Please be aware that WADA have recently 
published the 2017 List of Prohibited 
Substances & Methods. Click on this link to 
read the updated 2017 list 
 

http://www.melbournecityfc.com.au/
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https://wada-main-

prod.s3.amazonaws.com/resources/files/2016-09-

29_-_wada_prohibited_list_2017_eng_final.pdf 

Specifically, two new products have been 
added to this list - Higenamine & DMBA - both 
of which are commonly found in pre-workout 
supplements. Please take the time to read 
more about these substances here: 

https://www.asada.gov.au/news/athlete-

advisory-higenamine-and-dmba 

 
Recent evidence based on the Australian 
supplement market again suggests that pre-
workout and weight-loss supplements are the 
highest-risk group of supplements, and are 
therefore not recommended for use by our 
athletes. These are often multi-ingredient 
supplements, many of which contain 
unlabelled stimulants. This not only poses a 
significant risk for an athlete failing a doping 
test, but also has the potential to cause 
serious health problems.  
 
The regulations for asthma medications have 
not changed but please note there are 
restrictions around maximum dosage.  Please 
make sure you check asthma medications 
with your doctor. 
 
Athletes are reminded that it is their 
responsibility to check the status of any 
medication or supplement they take on the 
ASADA website. BSA recommends that 
athletes always consult with the APC, their 
NSO, SIS-SAS or APC doctor and/or dietician 
prior to the use of any medication or 
supplement. In addition to this, using 
supplements which have been subject to 
third-party testing will significantly reduce the 
risk of inadvertent doping.    

Classification 
 
Occasionally BSA gets enquiries regarding 
classification for international events and 
competition.  While we have found no two 
circumstances are the same we have outlined 
the process and provided some information 

on classification on a separate page on the 
BSA website.  This should be your first port of 
call and if you need further information or 
assistance please contact BSA. 

Australian Paralympic Awards 
 
Stephen Barnes from BSA and Pam Hyden, 
Tyan Taylor and Michelle Rzpeciki from 
Goalball Australia were invited guests at the 
Australian Paralympic Awards in Sydney. 

 

 Pam Hyden, Tyan Taylor and Michelle Rzpeciki 
 

What struck us was the passion shown by all 
involved and the desire to make disabled 
sports recognised and viewed as 
“mainstream” by the public at large. 
 
Stephen was also pleased to have the 
opportunity to catch up with Maria Bennett 
from Sports & Events Promotions in Brisbane 
at the Awards.  Maria is a huge supporter of 
disabled sport especially Blind Sports Australia 
and the APC. 

 
Maria Bennett and Stephen Barnes 

https://wada-main-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/resources/files/2016-09-29_-_wada_prohibited_list_2017_eng_final.pdf
https://wada-main-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/resources/files/2016-09-29_-_wada_prohibited_list_2017_eng_final.pdf
https://wada-main-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/resources/files/2016-09-29_-_wada_prohibited_list_2017_eng_final.pdf
https://www.asada.gov.au/news/athlete-advisory-higenamine-and-dmba
https://www.asada.gov.au/news/athlete-advisory-higenamine-and-dmba
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David Blyth AO bestowed IBGA 

honour 
 

David Blyth AO bestowed as Honorary Life 
Member of the International Blind Golf 
Association. 
 
David was bestowed with Honorary Life 
Membership of the International Blind Golf 
Association at its Biennial Meeting at Narita in 
Japan on 6 November. 
 
The process of nomination started back in 
August 2015 by me presenting such a 
proposal to Blind Golf Australia. The 
subsequent endorsement by BGA followed 
and the matter was then considered by the 
IBGA Board which endorsed the 
recommendation for final consideration by 
the National Members at the IBGA 2016 
Biennial Meeting. 
 
David is only the third person to be bestowed 
with Honorary Life Membership of the IBGA 
since its inception in 1998. Both Mr Hiromi 
Fujimoto (dec.) from Japan and Mr Howard 
Lange from Australia were bestowed with 
Honorary Life Membership in 2008 when Dr 
Haruhisa Handa was bestowed as Honorary 
Life President. 
 
In view of the fact that David was not able to 
attend the Presentation Ceremony at the 
recent IBGA World Championships in Japan 
due to a family bereavement, Blind Golf 
Australia will make a presentation to him as 
soon as possible. 
 

 
David Blyth AO with Gary McInnes 

 “Can you help us build inclusive 

physical activity programs 

around Australia for all 

children?” 
 
The National Disability Insurance Agency, in 

collaboration with Deakin University, is 

currently recruiting participants for a research 

study to better understand the benefits and 

barriers of participation in organised physical 

activity among children with disabilities 

and/or additional needs. 

They are seeking parents/caregivers of 

children aged 4-17 years with a disability 

and/or additional needs as well as sporting 

coaches (volunteer or paid) of mainstream 

and/or inclusive clubs to complete an online 

survey. 

The results of the survey will be used to 

inform further research and the development 

of resources to support parents and their 

children with disabilities and/or additional 

needs who would like to participate in 

organised physical activity.  Information from 

the link below. 

http://www.allplaysportsanddance.org.au/ 

This research project has been approved by 

the Deakin University Human Research Ethics 

Committee [App #2016-336]. 

If you have any queries or if you need further 

information, please do not hesitate to 

contact: 

Kind regards, 
Jodie Mechielsen 
Research Assistant 
School of Psychology, Faculty of Health 
Deakin University 
Locked Bag 20000, Geelong, VIC 3220 
+61 3 924 68249 
jodie.mechielsen@deakin.edu.au 
www.deakin.edu.au 

http://www.allplaysportsanddance.org.au/
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Fair Work clarifies the 

distinction between volunteer 

and employee 
(courtesy of Lander and Rogers Lawyers) 

Summary  

A recent Fair Work Commission decision in a 
dispute between the coach of a children's 
sporting team and a state sporting 
organisation has led to some analysis on the 
important distinction between employee and 
volunteer relationships at sporting 
organisations. 
 
It is important for sporting organisations to be 
aware of these differences to avoid problems 
or unexpected consequences if the Fair Work 
Commission or a court characterises the 
relationship as one of employee and not 
volunteer. 
 
The decision is a useful reminder of the 
factors that are relevant in determining 
whether a person is engaged as a volunteer or 
employee, in the context of a sporting 
organisation. 
 

 Background 

The coach of an under 13 junior sport team 
was suspended in August 2016, two months 
before the end of the season. In response, the 
coach filed an unfair dismissal application 
with the Fair Work Commission (Commission). 
 
The sporting organisation objected to the 
application on the grounds that the coach was 
a volunteer and not an employee (volunteers 
are not covered by Australia's unfair dismissal 
laws). 
 

What indicates whether an individual is 

an employee or volunteer? 

The Commission set out criteria that will 
generally indicate that a person is an 
employee rather than a volunteer, including 
whether the: 
 

 individual works solely for the 
sporting organisation; 

 sporting organisation exercises (or has 
the right to exercise) control over the 
manner in which work is performed, 
the location and hours of work; 

 sporting organisation deducts income 
tax from the remuneration paid to the 
individual; 

 individual is paid by periodic wage or 
salary; 

 sporting organisation provides paid 
holidays or sick leave to the 
individual; and 

 individual's work creates goodwill or 
saleable assets for the sporting 
organisation's business. 

 
In this case, there was a written document 
called a "voluntary services agreement" that 
had been signed by both parties. Under the 
terms of that agreement, the coach received 
an honorarium of $6,000. The agreement 
explicitly said that the honorarium was 
payable to assist with the coach's travel, 
accommodation and other out of pocket 
expenses. It was not a payment in exchange 
for his coaching services and no tax was 
deducted. 
 
The Commission concluded that the contract 
between the parties showed a mutual 
intention to form a volunteer relationship, 
rather than a relationship of 
employer/employee. The fact that the 
sporting organisation was a not-for-profit 
entity that organises team sport was an 
important consideration in this regard. 
 

Why does it matter? 

If an individual is an employee rather than a 
volunteer, they will be entitled to a number of 
statutory entitlements that volunteers are not 
entitled to, including: 
 

 payment of a minimum wage; 

 leave entitlements; 

 superannuation contributions; and 

 notice of termination. 
 
Volunteers are an integral part of many not-
for-profit sporting organisations. If you intend 
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to engage coaches or staff as volunteers, it is 
critical to ensure that the individual is not 
unintentionally engaged as an employee. The 
existence of a written "voluntary services 
agreement" in this case was important 
because it captured the mutual intention of 
the parties.  Regardless, it is also important to 
keep in mind that if the relationship is actually 
one of an employee rather than a volunteer, 
then the organisation will be bound by law to 
provide them with employee entitlements. 

What have the members been 

up to? 
 

Goalball Australia 
 
Murray and Tamara Elbourn took a group of 
young female goalballers to Singapore for the 
Singapore Invitational Tournament. 
 
Australian youth girls defeated Malaysia 
women 10-0 in the final to win GOLD in 
Singapore. Super proud of all six players who 
all scored at least one goal in the final. 
 

 
Goalball youth female team at the Singapore Invitational 

Golf 
 
NSW Open  
BGNSW staged the last major event of 2016 in 
Australia –the NSW Open- in September. This 
event was played for the first time at 
Bankstown Golf Club in Sydney and the 
participants found the course a real challenge. 
It is hoped that Bankstown will become the 
future home of the NSW Open  
 
Stephen Mitchell (NSW   with his caddy  Phil 
Canty continued his good form by winning this 

2 day stroke event  with an excellent  net 
score of 150 . Rod Mills (NSW) and his caddy 
Mike Mills was the winner of gross event with 
a score of 228. Jenny Abela (NSW) and her 
caddies Steve Doyle and Kevin Munce won 
the Ladies net championship. David Wheatley 
(Vic) and his caddy Peter North was the B3 net 
winner, Gary Sargent (NSW) with his caddy 
Eileen Sargent was the B2 net winner and 
David Blyth (Vic) and his caddy Gary McInnes 
was the B1 winner. The coveted Erik Royds 
Perpetual Trophy for the least number of 
putts over the two days was won by Gary 
Sargent (NSW) with a very good 64. Nearest 
the Pins were won by Rod Mills and Stephen 
Mitchell and the long drives were also won by 
Stephen Mitchell  
 
BGNSW are hoping to attract a large field to 
the NSW Open to be again held at Bankstown 
in 2017 
 
2016 Japan Open and 2016 ISPS HANDA 
World Championships  
Australia was represented at both these 
events in early November by a team of 8 
members. The team consisted of Jenny 
McCallum, Deanna Minciullo, Malcolm Elliott 
and Doug Burrows all from WA and Graham 
Coulton, Gary Sargent, Rod Mills and Stephen 
Mitchell all from NSW. Unfortunately David 
Blyth (Vic) had to withdraw due to family 
reasons. 
 
BGA wishes to acknowledge the support of 
Golf Australia and Cobra/Puma in outfitting 
the team with “uniforms”.  
 
The Australian team performed creditably in 
the World Championships although they ran 
into to some very tough competition.  
 
The 2016 World Champion is Toshio Karasawa 
Japan who had a wonderful net score of 129. 
The 2016 World Ladies Champion is Linda Port 
USA who defeated Jenny McCallum Australia 
by only one shot. 
 
The best performing   Australians in the net 
event were Rod Mills 15th, Gary Sargent 26th 



~ 10 ~ 
 

and Stephen Mitchell 27th -and of course 
Jenny McCallum  
 
The B1 World Gross Champion was Zohar 
Sharon Israel.  The B2 best gross was from 
Jeremy Poincinet USA   with Stephen Mitchell 
finishing 7th in this category. The B3 best 
gross was by Paul Appleyard England with Rod 
Mills finishing 12th in this category 
Linda Port USA had the best Ladies gross score 
with Jenny McCallum finishing second. 
 
Order of Merit 
BGA conducts an Order of Merit(OOM) over a 
2 year cycle –the OOM determines places in 
the biennial World Championships and for the 
first time in 2017 a medal will be awarded to 
the 2016/17 OOM winner. OOM points are 
awarded for performance, attendance and 
travel in the 6 major events staged in 
Australia each year. 
 
The 2016 NSW Open was the halfway point of 
the 2016/17 OOM   
 
The “top 5” in the 2016/17 OOM after the 
NSW Open are David Wheatley (Vic) 63 
points, Stephen Mitchell (NSW) 54, Rod Mills 
(NSW) 45,  David Blyth (Vic) 43.83 and Doug 
Sloan (Vic) 42.5 
 
BGA’s Annual General Meeting 
BGA’s AGM was held in late October. The new 
Board consists of Doug Sloan President, Rod 
Mills Vice President, Peter North Secretary 
/Treasurer and Directors Gerry Brown, Rick 
Krolik and Geoff Walsh  
 
The BGA Board thanks retiring Directors 
Robert Curtin and Ross Thompson for their 
services over many years 
 
Major Events 2017 Schedule  
The members present at the BGA AGM 
approved the following schedule for 2017 

 Victorian Open March 16/17 Rosebud 

 Australian Stableford May 18/19 
Adelaide Shores  

 Queensland Open July 17/18 Virginia  

 WA Open September 7/8 –venue TBA  

 NSW Open October 5/6 Bankstown  

 ISPS HANDA Australian Open October 
8/9 –Royal Sydney  

BGNSW is to be congratulated on obtaining 
the prestigious Royal Sydney course for the 
2017 ISPS HANDA Australian Open. BGA is 
hoping that this course will assist in gaining 
more overseas contestants to this event.  
 

Blind Cricket Australia 

New BCA Board 

The BCA AGM was held in Melbourne early 
December. 
 
Their team for the next two years is Ray 
Moxly, Lindsay Heaven, Hamish Mackenzie, 
Tim Haggis, Peter Robinson, Eugene Negruk 
and Michael Hamilton. 
 
Congratulations to those directors who 
retained their positions from the previous 
board and a very big welcome to the new 
Directors on the board. It will certainly be a 
challenging two years ahead as we look to 
continue the good work done by the previous 
board. 
 
Our thoughts certainly go out to Marco 
Curralejo, Troy King and Mark Eschbank and 
we all thank you for the dedication, 
commitment and hard work that you all have 
put in over the past few years. You will all 
definitely be missed and BCA certainly 
appreciates your due diligence to assist us to 
get to where we are today. 

T20 World Cup Schedule 

Itinerary of the 2nd T-20 World Cup Cricket 
Tournament for the Blind, India. From 28th 
January to 12th February 2017. 

Teams participating are as follows: 1. Australia 
2. Bangladesh 3. England 4. India 5. Nepal 6. 
New Zealand 7. Pakistan 8. South Africa 9. Sri 
Lanka 10. West Indies 

28/01/2017 Arrival of Teams Delhi 

29/01/2017 Inaugural Ceremony of T-20 
world cup 2 PM Delhi 
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30/01/2017 WBC AGM 9.00 AM Delhi 

1st Round  
31/01/2017 1 India vs West Indies 10 AM 
Delhi Ground A 
31/01/2017 2 Pakistan vs England 10 AM 
Delhi Ground B 
31/01/2017 3 Nepal vs Australia 10 AM Delhi 
Ground C 
31/01/2017 4 Bangladesh vs South Africa 2 
PM Delhi Ground A 
31/01/2017 5 Sri Lanka vs New Zealand 2 PM 
Delhi Ground B 

2nd Round  
01/02/2017 6 Australia vs South Africa 10 AM 
Delhi Ground A 
01/02/2017 7 England vs New Zealand 10 AM 
Delhi Ground B 
01/02/2017 8 India vs Pakistan 11 AM 
Faridabad 
01/02/2017 9 Bangladesh vs Nepal 2 PM Delhi 
Ground A 
01/02/2017 10 Sri Lanka vs West Indies 2 PM 
Delhi Ground B 

3rd Round  
02/02/2017 11 New Zealand vs Australia 10 
AM Delhi Ground A 
02/02/2017 12 Pakistan vs Sri Lanka 10 AM 
Delhi Ground B 
02/02/2017 13 India vs England 11 AM Indore 
02/02/2017 14 Nepal vs South Africa 2 PM 
Delhi Ground A 
02/02/2017 15 Bangladesh vs West Indies 2 
PM Delhi Ground B 

4th Round  
03/02/2017 16 Nepal vs Pakistan 10 AM Delhi 
Ground A 
03/02/2017 17 West Indies vs Australia 10 AM 
Delhi Ground B 
03/02/2017 18 India vs South Africa 11 AM 
Mumbai 
03/02/2017 19 Sri Lanka vs England 11 AM 
Gujarat 
03/02/2017 20 Bangladesh vs New Zealand 2 
PM Delhi Ground A 

5th Round  
04/02/2017 21 Nepal vs West Indies 10 AM 
Delhi Ground A 

04/02/2017 22 Bangladesh vs Australia 10 AM 
Delhi Ground B 
04/02/2017 23 South Africa vs England 11 AM 
Mumbai 
04/02/2017 24 India vs Sri Lanka 11 AM 
Gujarat 
04/02/2017 25 New Zealand vs Pakistan 2 PM 
Delhi Ground A 

6th Round  
05/02/2017 26 Nepal vs Sri Lanka 10 AM Delhi 
Ground A 
05/02/2017 27 Bangladesh vs England 10 AM 
Delhi Ground B 
05/02/2017 28 India vs Australia 11 AM Kochi 
05/02/2017 29 South Africa vs Pakistan 2 PM 
Delhi Ground A 
05/02/2017 30 New Zealand vs West Indies 
2PM Delhi Ground B 

06/02/2017 Rest Day for all the Teams 

7th Round  
07/02/2017 31 Bangladesh vs Pakistan 9.30 
AM Bangalore Ground A 
07/02/2017 32 Nepal vs England 9.30 AM 
Bangalore Ground B 
07/02/2017 33 Australia vs Sri Lanka 11 AM 
Kochi 
07/02/2017 34 India vs New Zealand 11 AM 
Bhubaneswar 
07/02/2017 35 West Indies vs South Africa 
1.30 PM Bangalore Ground A 

8th Round  
08/02/2017 36 Bangladesh vs Sri Lanka 9.30 
AM Bangalore Ground A 
08/02/2017 37 Pakistan vs West Indies 9.30 
AM Bangalore Ground B 
08/02/2017 38 India vs Nepal 11 AM Andhra 
Pradesh 
08/02/2017 39 England vs Australia 1.30 PM 
Bangalore Ground A 
08/02/2017 40 New Zealand vs South Africa 
1.30 PM Bangalore Ground B 

9th Round  
09/02/2017 41 Sri Lanka vs South Africa 9.30 
AM Bangalore Ground A 
09/02/2017 42 Pakistan vs Australia 9.30 AM 
Bangalore Ground B 
09/02/2017 43 Nepal vs New Zealand 9.30 
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AM Bangalore Ground C 
09/02/2017 44 India vs Bangladesh 1.30 PM 
Bangalore Ground A 
09/02/2017 45 West Indies vs England 1.30 
PM Bangalore Ground B 

10/02/2017 Rest Day 

11/02/2017 46 1st Semi final (1 vs 4) 9.00 AM  
11/02/2017 47 2nd Semi final (2 vs 3) 1 PM 

12/02/2017 48 Finals (winners of 1st and 2nd 
Semi final) 11 AM  
12/02/2017 Presentation &Closing Ceremony 
3 PM 

13/02/2017 Departure of Teams 

Blind Sports Victoria 

Disability Sport & Recreation Awards  

The annual Victorian Disability Sport & 
Recreation Awards recognize the 
accomplishments of people with a disability, 
those who support them and the inclusive 
sport and recreation sector across the state. 
 
We would like to congratulate Achilles 
Melbourne on receiving the Initiative of the 
Year Award and Amanda Kwong who won the 
Volunteer of the Year award. 
 
Amanda was instrumental in liaising with 
BSRV and setting up Achilles Melbourne. 
 
Well done Amanda on a well-deserved award!  
 

 
Amanda Kwong receiving 2016 Volunteer of the Year award 
from Miranda Bruyniks, Disability Services Commissioner. 

Archery 
By Hazel Hockley 

 
2016 Monash Trophy 
For the first time in a state competition, the 
vision impaired & para archers had their own 
division.  In previous years they had to 
compete against able bodied archers in their 
age division. 
 
The 3 vision impaired archers - Jesse Balshaw, 
Hazel Hockley and Paul Holmes shot a 
Canberra 30 (90 arrows).  Hazel & Paul, as 
B1s, wore sleep masks; Jesse competed as a 
VI Open.  Congratulations to everyone – 1st 
Jesse; 2nd Hazel; 3rd Paul. 
 
The para archer shot a Canberra 50 (90 
arrows) in the afternoon.  Congratulations 
Kyle Lyons-Clarke. 
 
Congratulations to Waverley City Archers for 
creating these opportunities as well as 
demonstrating that it is possible to have an 
inclusive competition. 
 

Annual General Meeting 

BSRV conducted their 39th Annual General 
Meeting on Tuesday, 11th  October.  Many 
people attended including Tim McCurdy MP, 
Shadow Minister for Sport & Veterans Affairs. 
The Executive Members of BSRV are as 
follows:- 
 

 Maurice Gleeson OAM, President 

 Dr Caroline van de Pol, Vice President 

 Gillian Manson, Executive Member 

 Jane Florindo, Treasurer 

 Kaye Speed, Secretary 
 

Ruby Jubilee Appeal Launch 

Blind Sports & Recreation Victoria (BSRV) 
launched a major fundraising appeal on 
Friday, 18 November with the aim of raising 
$100,000 plus as part of their Ruby Jubilee 
Celebrations.   
 
The organisation that started life as a small 
band of dedicated volunteers committed to 
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introducing a very small range of sporting 
activities will turn 40 in June 2017. 
 
These much needed funds are necessary to 
meet the increase in demand for sporting and 
recreational programs for people who are 
blind or vision impaired. 
 
Kelly O’Dwyer MP Federal Member for Higgins 
officially launched the proceedings.  Kelly 
spoke highly about the wonderful sporting 
and recreational activities provided by BSRV 
and congratulated all concerned in their 40th 
Anniversary Celebrations.   
 
BSRV believe the diversity of our sporting and 
recreational opportunities, some of which 
include junior swimming, yoga, walking, 
tennis and soccer provide the community with 
activities that help keep us active and 
involved.  
 
We recognise there is more to achieve to 
enable us to meet many new challenges; 
however we can only do this with your 
support.   Your support will enable us to:  
 
• Meet the increasing demand and 
changing needs of an ageing population facing 
blindness and vision loss, including the 
provision of services under the NDIS 
 
• Enable our young people to join in 
sport and recreation programs at their desired 
level, including support for a team to 
compete, for the first time, in a blind tennis 
tournament in the United Kingdom. 
 
We look forward to an exciting year ahead 
and any support you can provide would be 
greatly appreciated. 
 

Blind Sport NSW 
 
The new Blind Sports NSW Executive Board is 
Murray Elbourn as President, Tamara Elbourn 
as Vice President, Ben Felten as Treasurer and 
Siobhan Rosser as Secretary. BSNSW are 
looking for a Member Protection Officer, 

please let us know if you are interested in this 
role 
 

World’s fastest New South Welshman 

 
Ben Felten’s dream is to become the world’s 
fastest blind man. 
 
On a salt lake in outback South Australia the 
Blind Speed team will challenge the world 
record of 265.33km/h for the fastest speed 
for a motorcycle ridden blindfolded at Speed 
Week 2017. 
 
With the support of his brother Leo, radio 
communications expert Paul Simpson and his 
navigator Kevin Magee former MotoGP 
winner, Ben Felten will be the first blind 
person in the world to compete at a 
motorsport event.  
 

 
Ben Felten and Kevin Magee 
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WABSF 

'Easier than I thought it would be': Meet 

Perth's blind cycling community 
 (by Stephanie Garnaut) 

 
A blind cyclist in Perth is urging other visually 
impaired people to join the fun and jump on 
the back of a tandem bike. 
 
Katherine Atkins was 24-years-old when her 
eyesight started to deteriorate rapidly 
because of a genetic condition. 
 
Tandem cycling for the blind in Perth 
Katherine Atkins lost her eyesight around six 
years ago, but she hasn't let her blindness 
stop her from bike riding. 
 
"I've got no central vision, so it's sort of 
reversed tunnel vision," she said. 
 
"I can see through my peripheral vision and 
nothing straight ahead." 

 

 
Roland Parrotte and Katherine Atkins 

Roland Parrotte and Katherine Atkins, who is 
blind, have been cycling together for one 
year.  
 
But Ms Atkins, now aged 29, hasn't let her 
vision stop her from bike riding. 
 
She rides on the back of a tandem bike 
steered by friend and keen cyclist Roland 
Parrotte. 
 
Neither of them had used one before. 
"I just said the question one day, 'Do you want 
to go for a ride?' and she said yes," 
Mr Parrotte said. 

 

 
Roland Parrotte and Katherine Atkins 

 
Ms Atkins and Mr Parrotte also ride regularly 
with other tandem cyclists. 
 
"So we then went on a charity ride which was 
for about 50 or 60 kilometres with Kate on the 
back and she absolutely loved it." 
 
One year on and the pair are still going on 
regular bike rides and they are proud to say 
they haven't fallen off once. 

 

 
Roland’s house decorated with 5,000 Christmas lights 

 
Roland also decorated his Hillarys home with 
5,000 Christmas lights to raise money for the 
Western Australian Tandem Cycling Advisory 
Council.  
 
"It was a lot more fun and a lot easier than 
I thought it would be," Ms Atkins said. 
 
"I can't see what's going on in front of me but 
it's actually quite exciting and going down hills 
and stuff feels like being a little kid again. 
 
"It's just good fun to get out and about and 
actually get to do some exercise where you're 
not depending on someone actually telling 
you what to do because you're on the bike 
and you're just participating in it and doing it 
anyway." 
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Ms Atkins and Mr Parrotte ride regularly with 
other tandem cyclists. 
 
Fortnightly group rides for the blind are 
organised by the charity the Western 
Australian Tandem Cycling Advisory Council 
(WATCAC). 
 
"It's a fantastic community because you've 
still got the visually able people riding, then 
you've got the visually impaired people at the 
back," Mr Parrotte said. 
 
"There's about three or four tandems at the 
same time, a couple of singles to make sure 
that we're safe and we have a ball. 
 
"It's a lot more fun when there's two of you 
because you can talk non-stop." 
 
The ages of the cyclists currently in the group 
range from 25 to 70. 
 
"That's all walks of life just getting out there 
as one group cycling away for the visually 
impaired. How much better could that 
be?" Mr Parrotte said. 
 
WATCAC aims to give blind and deaf people 
opportunities to cycle. 
 
At a recent camp run by the 
association Mr Parrotte took people who 
were both deaf and blind on tandem rides. 
 
"These are individuals who can't hear and 
they can't see and the only way we could 
communicate with them is by reaching behind 
and grabbing their hand to say we're turning 
left or we're turning right now. It was great 
fun," he said. 
 
Ms Atkins said she takes comfort in 
Mr Parrotte's extensive riding experience. 
 
"It's sort of a bit of trust in the front person 
but... it is quite comforting knowing that he 
has done so much riding previously," she said. 
"But there are always other pilots available if 
you don't have anyone to go in front." 
 

Mr Parrotte is currently writing a report to 
encourage the Department of Transport to 
make Perth more suitable for cyclists. 
 
He said Perth's infrastructure doesn't 
adequately accommodate different types of 
cycling. 
 
"We need to be able to change to support not 
just tandems but things like trikes (tricycles) 
and buggies on the back of bikes, so that 
everyone can enjoy cycling," he said. 
 
Mr Parrotte has also installed 5,000 Christmas 
lights at his Hillarys home to raise money for 
WATCAC. 
 

Sailing 

Ryan Honschooten’s dream of sailing in the 
2016 Sydney to Hobart yacht race were 
dashed when the Sailors with disABILITIES 
yacht Kaylee was withdrawn from the race for 
mechanical issues.  Ryan says he will back for 
another go in the 2017 race. 
 

 
Ryan Honschooten at the helm on ‘Kaylee’ 

Iron(wo)man 

Casey Hyde broke a record on at the end of 
November - she is the first blind Australian 
female to win an ironman! Get out there try 
something new and mingle in the community. 
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Congratulations to Kent Dredge from BSA SA 
who competed at the same event in 
Busselton. 
 
 
 

Tenpin Bowling 
 
The Japanese Paralympic Committee and 
Blind Bowling Congress Japan are going to 
host Fukuoka 2017 IBSA Tenpin Bowling 
World Championships from 22nd  to 30th  of 
August in 2017.   
 
More information can be found on the BSA 
website under events or by contacting Blind & 
Vision Impaired Tenpin Bowling 
admin@bvit.asn.au  

Member Opportunities 

Donate to Blind Sports 
 
As well as supporting BSA’s ‘Scratch and Win’ 
promotion you can make a direct, tax 
deductible donation* to Blind Sports 
Australia.  Click the link below to make a 
donation via credit card, PayPal or direct 
debit.  You can also set up recurring donations 
if you wish to make a regular contribution. 
 
You can also copy the image and link below 
and put it on the bottom of emails or on your 
websites. 
 

 
 
(*Donations over $2 are tax deductible and a receipt will be 
provided) 

 

Use the BSA logo 
 
On most correspondence from BSA and on 
our website you will notice that we include 
the Australian Sports Commission and the 
Australian Paralympic Committee logos. 
 
We invite, and encourage, our member 
organisations to use the Blind Sports Australia 
logo on their correspondence and advertising 
material in much the same way.  
 

 
 
We have found that adding the Australian 
Sports Commission and the Australian 
Paralympic Committee logos has assisted 
develop the BSA brand and lent some more 
creditability to the BSA brand.  It also assists 
promoting the Australian Sports Commission 
and the Australian Paralympic Committee 
brands.  Putting the BSA logo on your 
letterhead, uniforms and marketing material 
adds creditability to your organisations and 
helps BSA promote itself and blind sports. 
 
If you would like to use the BSA logo, or the 
BSA and ASC banners please contact Stephen 
Barnes. 
 

mailto:admin@bvit.asn.au
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_flow&SESSION=vhsO-OQw_fVIuAx1BBWyS6mQ0gOjvwu4T5MUX_I9RmI0C0G_LV3cI4_YQVW&dispatch=5885d80a13c0db1f8e263663d3faee8d333dc9aadeed3fe0b5b299d55fd35542
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Job Board and events calendar 
 
BSA has a Job Board and also an Events 
Calendar on its website that members can 
utilise.  Send information to 
admin@blindsportsaustralia.com.au and we’ll 
post it on the website. 
  

mailto:admin@blindsportsaustralia.com.au
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Contact details and links  

Blind Sports Australia 
P.O.Box 2114 
Oak Park, VIC 3046 
Australia 
 
Email: admin@blindsportsaustralia.com.au 
Website: www.blindsportsaustralia.com.au  
 
Board Chair – Sam Theodore  
(chair@blindsportsaustralia.com.au ) 
Board member – Paul Harpur 
Board member – Claire Ashworth 
Board member – Michael Clemens 
Board member – Karen Ryan 
Board member – Voula Karantzas 
Board member – Melissa Martin 
 
Board Secretary – Melissa Martin 
 
Acting CEO – Stephen Barnes  
 
Gary McInnes – Member Protection Information Officer 
Kent Dredge – Member Protection Information Officer   
 
 

    

mailto:admin@blindsportsaustralia.com.au
http://www.blindsportsaustralia.com.au/
mailto:chair@blindsportsaustralia.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Blind-Sports-Australia/814560971903543
https://twitter.com/BlindSportsAust
https://itunes.apple.com/au/podcast/blind-sports-australia-newsletters/id946813398

