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Chairman’s Report
The 2016/17 financial year has been another challenging one for all the not for profit
sector in general and for Blind Sports Australia. The past year has been dominated by
political and economic uncertainty. In Australia and beyond we’ve seen a splintering of
consensus around how an organisation, such as ours should navigate these difficult
times. This is resulting in in outcomes that deviate from what can be categorised as the
norm. While the Australian economy appears sound, a lack of corporate confidence has
dampened the enthusiasm and willingness of organisations and individuals alike to
donate funds to the not for profit sector.
Blind Sports Australia has responded to this environment by maintaining a conservative
approach to spending and the distribution of grants.
The year started with our financial future looking bleak as our fundraising activities
where grinding to a halt; the Board and or Executive Officer work tirelessly to ensure that
Blind Sports Australia has been able to weather the storm. We were able to launch a new
scratch and win campaign, albeit later than we wanted to, which is proving to be a
success and we hope to launch new fundraising initiatives in the coming months and
year.
During the year the Board and Executive Officer explored new initiatives and fundraising
avenues including entering into agreements with Wendy Brooks Consulting and
4Community.
During the last 12 months the Board has distributed significant grant monies and services
to our members that has assisted to participate and attend the following:
•

World Youth Gaolball Championships – the ladies team are now World
Champions;

•

M. Luck - Tenpin Bowling World Championships – World Champion;

•

Cricket World Cup;

•

Blind Bowlers Wold Championships;

•

Goalball – Regional Championships;

•

Rio Paralympic Games; and
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•

Development of B1 Blind Football in Australia – Lead by David Connolly
(National Football Co-ordinator).

A critical goal of the Blind Sports Australia Board is to ensure that the organisation is
trusted and that it maintains the highest ethical standards, so that we continue to best
serve our members and the blind sporting community.
As Chairman I seek to advance our performance by bringing the experience, skill sets and
insights of suitably qualified people so that we remain a leading National Sporting
Organisation.
This year I am pleased to have welcomed to the Board the skills and experience of Claire
Ashworth, Michael Clemens and Dr, Paul Harpur. Our organisations ability to consistently
evolve and drive innovation is critical to our future.
We will miss David Blythe AO, Gary Sargent and Dr. Paul Harpur, who retired from the
Broad through the year, in October 2016 and February 2017. Additionally, we will miss
Eileen Sargent who resigned as secretary on October 2016.
In the year ahead, your Board will meet both with and without our Executive Officer to
discuss the organisations business strategy and to carry out or duties as part of the Audit,
Risk and Nominations Committees.
I am very grateful to all my colleagues on the Board for the effort and hard work they put
into performing their duties, which requires extreme dedication.
Our Executive Officer is working hard with the Board to overcome a challenging
environment, where the competition for the finite resources of funding is extremely
competitive. Your Board is confident we will succeed in our fundraising endeavours.
Finally, I would like to thank you our members for your continued support of Blind Sports
Australia and our staff on whom we depend for our success.

Sam Theodore
Chairman
Blind Sports Australia

Sam Theodore
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Message from the Australian Sports Commission
The Australian Sports Commission (ASC) thanks all of our partner national sporting
organisations (NSOs) for your continued hard work and commitment to excellence. All of
you understand innately the importance of sport in Australian life. It’s much more than a
source of national identity and pride, it’s the fabric that binds us together - a common
language for all, with multiplier benefits in health, education, social cohesion and the
economy.
There were many great sporting events to celebrate during the course of last year – the
launch of both the AFL Women’s competition and the National Netball League with primetime TV coverage, our most successful winter sports season ever on the world stage, and
fairytale victories against the odds for Cronulla in the NRL and the Western Bulldogs in the
AFL.
Last year’s Olympic and Paralympic Games underscored the challenge however for
Australia in retaining its status as one of the world’s pre-eminent sporting nations, given
rising competition from developed and developing nations alike. We must keep
innovating, being bold and willing to change both on and off the field if we are to succeed,
not just in Olympic and Paralympic sports but across the sporting spectrum.
We appreciate the willingness of NSOs to embrace this challenge. We commend athletes
for their dedicated commitment to training ahead of the PyeongChang 2018 Winter
Olympic and Paralympic Games, the Gold Coast 2018 Commonwealth Games and, further
ahead, the Tokyo 2020 Olympic and Paralympic Games.
One of the most important long-term challenges for our country is to help our children be
physically active, to participate in sport and enjoy its lifelong benefits.
The ASC’s Sporting Schools program has now reached more than 5,600 primary schools
around Australia and has already begun a targeted program for high schools. It is vital to
ensure physical education is re-emphasised in the national school curriculum. To this end,
the ASC has been doing ground-breaking work on physical literacy for children and youth
and we look forward to rolling this out nationally in the year ahead.
As the national leadership organisation for sport in Australia, the ASC was delighted when
our new Minister for Sport the Hon. Greg Hunt recently proposed a National Sports Plan,
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the preparation of which will be led by the ASC. This will create, for the first time, a
comprehensive blueprint for Australian sport. It’s an outstanding initiative and we thank
the Minister for his leadership and vision. We hope all NSOs take the opportunity to
contribute their views to the plan.
Most of you will know that this year the ASC welcomed a new CEO Kate Palmer, a talented
sports leader, who has quickly built excellent relationships with sports and is embracing
the challenges ahead with an inspiring enthusiasm.
Finally, I say a big thank you to the army of volunteers – parents, coaches, officials and
administrators - who contribute their time and services for the good of Australian sport.
You bring community strength, passion and great value to the identity, productivity,
cohesion and health of our nation.
The ASC wishes you every success in the year ahead. We look forward to working closely
with you for the common good of Australian sport.

John Wylie AM
Chair
Australian Sports Commission
John Wylie AM
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CEO’s Report
The 2016/17 financial year started with a lot of uncertainty regarding the viability of
Blind Sports Australia. The focus this past year therefore was on sustainability and
internal governance, and unfortunately less on assisting our members than we
would have liked. I am pleased however we did manage to turn a projected deficit
to an actual surplus and a firm base for BSA to move forward.
A lot of what we did this year was behind the scenes such as
assisting the APC and Goalball Australia both with teams going
to the international events and the Paralympic Games and the
World Youth Games in particular. My congratulations to all
our athletes that competed overseas and represented
Australia – Cricket, Goalball, Tenpin Bowling, Lawn Bowls,
Triathlon, Golf etc…… we certainly punch above our weight on
the international sporting arena and each and every person
involved should be very proud – we at Blind Sports Australia
are very proud of you all. I do have to make special mentions
of the Youth Women’s Goalball team who won the World Youth Championship, to
Marilyn Luck who won the Silver at the IBSA World Tenpin Bowling Championship,
and the ABBA team for all their placings at the World Championship in South Africa.
We also reviewed the Blind Sports
Australia Constitution over the last
year with the assistance of Clayton
Utz. We aimed to get it in line with
best practice and future proof the
Constitution as much as we could
and also harmonise it with the
Corporations Act, ACNC Act, Tax
Act and the ASC Governance
principles.
The other governance piece was to
renew the Strategic Plan for the next three years for Blind Sports Australia. We
sought and received input from many of the stakeholders and have reset the vision
and mission.
The one big sports initiative for the year was to start developing blind football in
Australia. Dave Connolly as the Blind Football Coordinator has been working
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tirelessly getting the ball rolling (excuse the pun) and
has travelled around the country taken clinic and
selecting national B1 and B2/B3 squads that will be
announced next month. It was pleasing that Dave got
supported by the State members of BSA to get the sport
off the ground – a model for how we should be all
working together to develop participation.
The collaboration and sharing principles are going to be
a theme this year. In November BSA is hosting a Sports Forum over two half days
where members and stakeholders can come together to discuss and share ideas.
We will also be reviewing our Member Protection Policy this year and working to
update the policy so it reflects BSA and its members and can be relevant and useful
to our members.
It was a difficult year but BSA showed perseverance and the future is looking a little
brighter so I’m looking forward to seeing what can be achieved this year.
Stephen Barnes
Acting CEO
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