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successful. The grant applications are for
specific projects that will benefit member
organisations directly with a focus on the
Governance Reforms in Sport and the
development of vision impaired sports.

From the CEO
There has been a fair bit of activity over the
last three months albeit less so with member
interaction and engagement than I would
have liked. The focus has been on some
structural and governance changes at BSA.

I did get out of my office a couple of times
over the last few months. I was made very
welcome at the Blind Golf Victoria
Championship and decided it would just be
embarrassing if I tried to play golf with any of
them (for me that is). I also spent a morning
with Goalball Australia and the Australian
Paralympic Committee discussing the way
forward for Goalball Australia. State Vision
Resource Centre in Melbourne had a
professional development day for physical
education teachers in Victoria and I had lunch
with the teachers and a chat about the
opportunities there are to participate in vision
impaired sport

Clayton Utz Lawyers have been working on
reviewing the BSA Constitution to realign and
harmonize it to the latest iterations of the
Corporations Act, ACNC Act and also the
mandatory ASC Sports Governance Principles.
We also completed our Australian Sports
Performance Review with the ASC and it is
good to see that the changes being made over
the last couple of years is being reflect in
improvements in the performance review.
Shortly member organisations will receive a
draft of BSA’s 2017-2020 Strategic Plan. In
April BSA wish to have a teleconference
meeting with each member and hear their
thoughts on the draft BSA Strategic Plan and
discuss their plans for the next financial year.

Paul Harpur has also resigned from the BSA
Board due to competing commitments and
pressures on his time. On behalf of the Board
I would like to thank Paul Harpur for his
contribution to the BSA Board.
I no doubt will be in touch with each member
organisation over the next few weeks. If
anyone wants to play golf with David Blyth the
end of April/start of May might be a good
time as I’m going to be in New Zealand
hunting down some large brown and rainbow
trout with David’s caddie Gary McInnes.

In May, and considering the feedback and
discussions with member organisations I will
be drafting an Operational Plan for 2017-2018
for BSA and the associated financial plan.
In January, we launch another nationwide
Scratch and Win campaign which is
progressing well. If you come across the
sellers, please have a chat with them and
discuss your experiences with vision impaired
sports. If you feel inclined, please also
support us by purchasing a pin or keyring.

Stephen Barnes
Acting CEO

Board profile – Claire Ashworth

The Board have also entered a contract with
4Community to assist developing the
diversification of funding sources, and the
branding and marketing of BSA. Over the next
year, you will see some changes and activities
in these areas.

Claire was appointed to the BSA Board in
November 2016. Claire is Chartered
Accountant and a Certified Internal Auditor
with experience in both External and Internal
Audit environments. Claire is currently the
Senior Manager Internal Audit at Tabcorp
Holdings Limited, and previously spent 6+

We have also applied for a number of grants
over the last three months and we are quietly
confident that some of these may be
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The APC have a new calendar that shows APC
related events, national events and
international events on the side filter
- https://teamup.com/ksbbd3654e367d1dde.

years working at Grant Thornton in the
External Audit and Assurance Team.
Outside of work, Claire enjoys yoga and
spending time renovating her home.

The APC also are currently re-establishing their
Paralympic Education Program, which engages
with schools, teachers and students.

Claire is a member of BSA’s Audit and Risk
Committee.

Scratch and Win Promotion
On the 30th January 2017 BSA began another
‘Scratch and Win’ promotion. Sellers have
been in NSW, ACT, Victoria, South Australia
and WA so far. This is a smaller promotion
than previous years however it is a major
source of funding for BSA. I would encourage
you to support BSA with this promotion and if
you see the sellers have a chat to them – it
helps them getting the perspectives of vision
impaired persons to not only sell the products
but also to help the sellers educate and
advocate on behalf of blind sports to the
public. Thanks to Gary and Eileen Sargent
who spent a morning with some of the sellers
in Canberra, and to Daniel Pritchard and
Victorian Blind Cricket for some cricket balls
for the sellers to use.

BSA Director Claire Ashworth

Australian Paralympic
Committee
Nick Dean has been appointed the 2018
Australian Winter Paralympic Team Chef de
Mission for Pyeong Chang 2018 Paralympic
Games.
Paul Kiteley has been appointed the APC’s
new Paralympic Performance Manager. Cathy
Lambert is also back at the APC. Welcome
Paul and Cathy, and congratulation Nick.
BSA Chair, Sam Theodore, met with APC CEO
Lynne Anderson and APC General Manager
Stakeholder Engagement Dr Paul Oliver in
February. They discussed ways the APC, BSA
and BSA member organisations can better
communicate and support each other’s activities
in 2017.

Scratch and Win campaign seller

Decisions are made by those in
the room

The APC are developing a regular e-newsletter
with the latest APC and related news. Please let
Stephen Barnes know if you would like your
details put onto this subscriber database.

By Stephen Barnes
Over the last year, we have seen election and
referendum results that have surprised many
– Brexit and the US Presidential Election for
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AMP’s Tomorrow Fund

example. I think part of this ‘surprise’ has
been due to the apathy leading to the vote
and then the realisation of the result and, to
quote from my favourite TV Show, ‘The West
Wing’, “Decisions are made by those in the
room” – people not getting involved.

AMP’s Tomorrow Fund is once again offering
$1 million in grants to amazing Australians
doing great things – including sportspeople.
Now in its fourth year, this unique grants
program is open to individuals of all ages,
walks of life and abilities. In 2016, AMP’s
Tomorrow Fund awarded 53 grants
Australians with a desire to give back – be it
through creating something special or
inspiring others.

One of the easiest ways to help your sport
develop is to ‘get in the room’ – get involved!
We all know how beneficial participating in
sport is, however, most clubs and small sports
organisations are run by volunteers. So, if you
don’t get involved, there will be no sports club
or organisation.

AMP is seeking more talented and innovative
Australians who are working hard on a project
or passion but just need a financial boost to
take it to the next level.

It’s not hard work – they need any help they
can get, whether it be a small task of washing
or maintaining sports equipment and clothes,
scoring games, team manager, coaching,
umpiring or being involved in a committee
role. Our clubs and organisations need your
help. Even timely responding to enquiries,
paying fees, showing up to practice and doing
so on time helps. Soon there will be no clubs
or organisations as the givers are tired, and
the takers just move on. Think about the
friends made, the good times and the life and
experiences that being involves teaches your
children, the athletes, your friends. Get
involved and mean something.

Grants of between $10,000 to $100,000 can
cover a range of activities, including training,
travel and equipment costs, living expenses,
rent and research.
While groups and organisations are not
eligible, please encourage your colleagues and
community contacts to learn more or apply
online at ampstomorrowfund.com.au.
Applications open Monday 3 April 2017 and
close at 4pm (AEST) on Tuesday 16 May 2017.
The AMP Tomorrow Fund website’s Tips and
tools section includes FAQs and useful
resources such as downloadable posters, fact
sheets and a sample application. The site also
features profiles on our past recipients,
known as AMP Tomorrow Makers, as well as
short videos.
Please help us to attract diverse Australians
who are passionate about creating a better
tomorrow for everyone. If you require more
information, please contact Aimee Garsuta
Aimee_Garsuta@amp.com.au
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Changes to Working with
Children requirements in
Victoria

•

Amendments to the Working with Children
Check Act 2005 will come into effect on 1
August 2017.
Amendments have been made to the Working
with Children Check Act 2005 ('the Act') to
implement the following five
recommendations of the Royal Commission
into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual
Abuse:
•

•

•

•

criminal history for the purposes of
category C assessments and reassessments.
Enable the Secretary to the
Department of Justice and Regulation
to compel the production of certain
information for the purposes of
compliance monitoring.

In addition, various other miscellaneous and
technical amendments have been made to
improve the Act’s operation and
administration

Australian Sports Commission

Expand the definition of ‘direct
contact’ in the Act to ensure that
people engaging in ‘child-related
work’ that involves ‘physical contact’,
‘face to face contact’, ‘oral’, ‘written’
or ‘electronic communication’ are
required to obtain a Working with
Children Check (‘Check’). The Act will
continue to provide that a Check is
not required in circumstances where
the contact with a child is occasional
and incidental to the work.
Remove references to ‘supervision’
from the Act to establish that, to
determine whether a person requires
a Check, the supervision of a person’s
contact with a child is irrelevant. This
will enable easier interpretation of
the Check’s requirements in situations
where it may have been unclear
whether a person’s contact with a
child was supervised.
Create a new occupational category
of ‘child-related work’, known as
‘kinship care’. This amendment will
require family members (and other
persons of significance to a child)
providing a child with out-of-home
care under theChildren, Youth and
Families Act 2005 to obtain a Check.
Ensure that non-conviction charges
(charges that have been finally dealt
with other than by a conviction or
finding of guilt for the most serious
offences for the purposes of the
Check) form part of a relevant

BSA has over the last few months been
working with the ASC on the Australian Sports
Performance Review. One area of focus for
BSA and the ASC over the next year is on
organisational integrity framework.
All board members and senior management
of a sporting organisation have a
responsibility to inform themselves and
oversee the integrity framework of their
organisation. This includes: ensuring they
follow best practice; promote a culture of
integrity; and comply with legislative and
regulatory requirements. To facilitate
reporting to the board and to discharge
responsibilities, senior management should
also have appropriate processes in place to
regularly collect, analyse and review
information regarding integrity activities and
issues.
These processes should be communicated to
the sporting organisation’s stakeholders (i.e.
athletes, coaches, officials, volunteers, staff
and board directors) as applicable. Oversight
of integrity policies and practices must form
part of the sporting organisation’s risk
management process. Considerations should
include understanding the vulnerabilities of
the organisation and its competitions, the
health and wellbeing of athletes and
ultimately developing appropriate integrity
safeguards to mitigate risks. The sporting
organisation should also ensure a regular
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reporting system is established whereby the
board (through its audit and risk committee or
other relevant body) is provided with
information detailing integrity activities and
issues. The reporting period may vary based
on the size and risk profile of the organisation,
but should be provided on a regular basis.

Year, being awarded her OAM, being the Sir
Roden Culter awardee from the Primary Club
of Australia and establishing the Sport Access
Foundation to assist people with a disability
with access to sport and recreational facilities.

In order to achieve appropriate oversight of
their organisation’s integrity framework, and
ensure their responsibilities as a director are
fully discharged, individual directors must
fully inform themselves of the organisation’s
integrity practices.
BSA Directors Karen Ryan and Michael
Clemens are currently doing a review of BSA’s
integrity framework.

Liesl Tesch is presenting the Award to Katie (centre) with NSW
Minister for Sport, Stuart Ayres MP

BSA is also arranging a one day forum for BSA
member organisations to be run by Clayton
Utz on some of the integrity framework
issues, and governance documents and
policies. More information will be provided
when a suitable date has been arranged.

Like the AFL?
(Article courtesy of Vision Australia)

This is the best time of the year for Colin
Pascoe – the dawn of a new AFL season.

The ASC, ASADA and NISU assist sporting
organisations to deal with a range of integrity
threats and all have resources available,
including template policies, codes of conduct
and education programs, to assist sporting
organisations strengthen their integrity
frameworks.

Sure, the footy’s back, but Colin loves the way
the banter ramps up in his Telelink sport and
AFL tipping group every March.
Telelink groups can meet weekly, fortnightly
or monthly, with up to 10 members and a
facilitator from all parts of Australia linked via
a conference call.

A summary of these resources including links
to resources on ASADA and NISU’s websites
can be found at
www.ausport.gov.au/supporting/integrity_in_
sport

The sports group is one of dozens fostered by
Vision Australia for people with blindness and
low vision on a wide range of topics – from
cooking to politics and languages to
crossword puzzles and trivia.

Congratulations Katie Kelly
OAM

Colin, 73, is almost totally blind but the mad
keen Geelong supporter says he still gets a
buzz kicking around the ins, the outs, the
plays that counted and the big AFL issues with
his Telelink mates.

Congratulations to Katie Kelly on being
awarded the Order of Australia Medal in the
Australia Day Honours. It has been a big 18
months or so from starting out in Paralympic
triathlon, winning the gold medal in Rio, being
nominated for the Female Paralympian of the

He says Telelink is a great way for people with
a common interest to get together without
the logistical complications of physically
meeting.
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“That great incident will stick in my mind
forever,” Colin says wistfully.

“The sports group can get a bit willing
sometimes. You can get passionate about
your side, and it can get a bit argumentative,
but it’s all in good fun,” he says.

The teams were level when the siren blew but
Geelong lost the replay match the following
week by five points.

“I just love sport. I enjoy the contest. I still
imagine that I can see it. And I love the
friendship and the enjoyment of sport in the
group.”

Colin’s favourite AFL player is a newcomer –
midfielder Sam Menagola, who played the
first of his eight AFL matches late last season,
averaging 24 possessions a match and kicking
six goals in total. “I like his style so far,” he
says.

He recommends Telelink to everyone. “It
doesn’t have to be sport, but it’s a great way
of meeting other people, and it’s great
company. I’ve developed some pretty close
bonds,” he says.

And he reckons his beloved Cats are looking
good to make the grand final this year.

Colin says he lost much of his sight aged three
following an adverse reaction to a sulphurbased medication. It was a young mate at the
Royal Victorian Institute of the Blind’s school
that made him a Geelong diehard.

”I think it might be out of Greater Western
Sydney and Geelong,” he says.
For more information about Telelink, go to
the Telelink page on the Vision Australia
website here, phone Vision Australia on 1300
847 466 or email info@visionaustralia.org for
further details.

“I was sick in bed with the flu, and there was
another boy there with the flu. He barracked
for Geelong and I said to him that I’d barrack
for Geelong too, and I’ve never stopped,” he
says.

What have the members been
up to?

He played cricket and junior football in his
youth but hasn’t been to an Aussie rules
match since the early ‘80s, as his remaining
sight slipped away.

ABBA
The International Blind Bowls Association
World Championships have been on in Cape
Town – South Africa. Teams from South
Africa, Australia, Canada, England, Hong Kong,
Israel, New Zealand, Scotland, and a South
African invitational were competing.

As a Geelong fan, he says he enjoyed
Geelong’s 1963 grand final win and the 2007
flag that broke the club’s 44-year premiership
drought, but he rates the excitement of the
drawn 1962 preliminary final against Carlton
as his favourite match – even though an
umpiring decision against Geelong’s star full
forward, Doug Wade, cost the Cats the chance
to win.

As at Day 7 the Australian team of Chris
Backstrom, Marian Morrison, Dennis
Wormald, Lynne Seymour, Joy Forster, Ralph
Simpson, Jenny Skinner, Wayne Thomson and
their directors were leading the tournament.
Looking good for the Gold Coast
Commonwealth Games.

Wade took a mark 25 metres from goal late in
the final quarter but his opponent got a free
kick because Wade held his shorts briefly
during the do-or-die marking duel. It was a
tough call.
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John brings a wealth of leadership and
executive management expertise to the role,
having worked in the Defence and corporate
sectors for many years. Through his work with
national and international companies, family
and private businesses, and government
agencies, John has gained extensive
experience across a wide range of areas
including financial management, operations,
marketing, human resources, information
systems, strategic planning and business
administration.

2017 World Blind Lawn Bowls Championship Opening Parade

Sporting Wheelies and Disabled
Association

With a strong track record helping businesses
identify and achieve their strategic goals, John
is adept at implementing operational
initiatives that ensure businesses grow and
thrive.

Cairns and Goalball
A rare opportunity for the people of Cairns to
see the Paralympic sport of Goalball in their
own backyard. Australia's elite players will be
in town to contest the 2017 Hells Bells July 1516, as they finalise preparations for the Asia
Pacific Regional Championships in August.

Board President, Amanda Boland is delighted
to welcome John to the CEO position.
“John’s leadership and business acumen will
be invaluable in leading the Association into a
new era. In light of our recent restructure and
the many challenges faced by our sector,
John’s expertise and drive will be vital in
ensuring a strong future for us and our
members.”

New CEO
Sporting Wheelies and Disabled Association is
pleased to welcome John Swete Kelly to the
role of Chief Executive Officer. John
commenced in the role on 30 January and
succeeds Ray Epstein OAM who retired in
December 2016 after 26 years with the
Association, including 18 years at the helm.

John’s appointment comes at a significant
milestone in the association’s history – its
40th anniversary.
“I am honoured and excited to be leading an
organisation that genuinely makes a
difference to the lives of people with a
disability. I look forward to working with
Association members, staff, volunteers and
key supporters to meet the challenge of
continuing the Association’s long and vibrant
history of providing quality services and
building inclusive communities.
John’s previous roles and appointments
include:
• Chairman of Coraggio, and two of its
advisory boards, where he works with
senior leaders to improve their
effectiveness.
• Business Consulting Principal
with Crowe Horwath, Brisbane, where

John Swete Kelly

~8~

•

he specialised in strategic and
business planning, benchmarking,
financial and non-financial
performance reporting, and
mentoring owners and CEOs of family
and private businesses.
Managing Director, TAFE Institutes
(Bremer and Moreton) and General
Manager, TAFE Queensland

The Australian Youth Team are to compete at
the IBSA World Youth Championships in
Budapest, Hungary in June. The team and
officials are to be selected and invitations sent
out any day now.

Golf

Goalball Australia

The Blind Golf Victoria Championship was
held in sunny Victoria (sorry but it was raining
everywhere else 😊 ).

Goalball Season starts in earnest this
weekend. If you are looking for a winter
sport, great fun, and also a pathway to
compete at the Paralympic Games get along
and participate in a state tournament.
Aussie Belles Head Coach
Goalball Australia are pleased to announce
that Peter Corr has been re-appointed as
Head Coach for the Australian Women’s
Goalball Program (the Aussie Belles). Peter led
this team to their best ever performance at a
Paralympics in Rio and Goalball Australia are
excited that he has agreed to continue to
head up this program.

Sunny Rosebud Country Club

Brian Gear won with 81 Stableford points. Jeff
Ellis second with 73 points and Graham
Coulton third with 70 points. B1 winner: David
Blyth. B2 winner: Graham Coulton. B3 winner:
Rod Mills.

“I am centred on building on the excellent
foundation this team has established,” Corr
said. “Using my knowledge and experience, I
am confident that I am well placed to unite
the athletes and work with a range of
committed people to develop the Belles into
one of the best Women’s Goalball teams in
the world.”
Peter’s re-appointment ensures Goalball
Australia now has a full complement of
national program coaching staff, as he joins
Greg Scott (Australian Men), Murray Elbourn
(Youth Girls) and Sam Morgan (Youth Boys).
Goalball Australia President, Pam Hyden said
“On behalf of GA and the goalball community
I sincerely thank all coaches for coming on
board as it will be a busy year for goalball.”
IBSA World Youth Championship

Scoreboard
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Also at the Championship Blind Golf Australia
presented David Blyth with his honorary life
membership of the International Blind Golf
Association in recognition of his valuable
contribution to the work of the Association.
David was unable to attend the World
Championships in Japan late last year to
receive the award in person.

Blind Sports Victoria
Meet Blind sports and Recreation President
Maurice Gleeson.

Blind Cricket Australia
There were two big tournaments over the
summer. First was the All-abilities
tournament in Geelong in January.
Straight on the back of this the Australian
team headed over to India for the World T20
Cup. In the round robin stage Australia
started well with wins against Nepal, South
Africa and New Zealand, however lost against
West Indies, Bangladesh, India, Sri Lanka,
England and Pakistan. India and Pakistan
fought out the final with India claiming the
title.

Maurice Gleeson

Carrie Bickmore (Host of The Project on
Channel Ten) wrote an article about Maurice
which was published in The Stick Magazine.
The Stick Magazine is curated by Love Your
Sister co-founder Samuel Johnson OAM. If
you’d like to read the article click here: The
Stick Article by Carrie Bickmore.
Blind Tennis
Blind Sports & Recreation Victoria is raising
funds to take a team of blind and vision
impaired adults to represent Australia at the
first ever international blind tennis
tournament being held in Spain from 6-13
May, 2017.

Blind Cricket Australia T20 team

Whilst all our athletes are not elite, you will
never come across a more determined group
of people who navigate through life with
great challenges. Sport & recreational
activities create confidence, social interaction,
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inclusion and many physical and emotional
benefits.
Our aim is to ensure that as many blind and
vision impaired athletes participate on a local
and global stage to represent Australia in
blind tennis – that’s where you come in.
With your donation, you will help Blind Sports
& Recreation Victoria pay for the logistics of
making this tournament a reality. Your money
will go directly to hotels, flights and
tournament fees for each player and
volunteer guides. We are asking for your
support to make this happen!
So, if you can, please consider a donation to
our team and we will be forever grateful.
Any support you can provide is greatly
appreciated.

2017 Competition Details
· Come and Try Days: Sunday 2 April and
Sunday 9 April, 1:30pm
· Registration Day: player registrations, group
training and teams announced, Sunday 23
April, 1:30pm
· Competition: Sunday 30 April to Sunday 9
July, 1:30pm to 3:30pm
· Location: Melbourne Sports and Aquatic
Centre - 30 Aughtie Drive, Melbourne. Please
follow signage inside the main building
· Cost: $30 per person, to be paid in cash on
Sunday 23 April
Thank you to those of you who have already
registered for the B2/B3 League. We're
hoping that in 2017, more players will join the
competition!
Please confirm your interest and participation
in the 2017 B2/B3 League at your earliest
convenience. This is so our coach is aware
who is coming to the come and try days, and
so FFV can place you into teams.

BSRV have also run a Blind Tennis Junior
Program alongside the adult tennis program,
after the success of their Come and Try days
last year.

Please share this information and Dave
Connelly’s contact details with anyone else
who might be interested in playing.
Please call Megan at Football Federation
Victoria if it's easier for you to confirm your
interest in the competition - her number is
9474 1805.

Blind Tennis player

Blind Football
The details for the 2017 ADULT B2/B3 LEAGUE
COMPETITION are now available.
You are welcome to come along to the Come
and Try Day, and to play as part of the 10week competition. Both current and past
players are welcome.

Blind Football player
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Blind Sport NSW

only one track available for everyone. This
severely reduced the available practice time
on the track, and time for the actual attempt.

Futsal
A few BSNSW members competed in the
Futsal AWD2 League Grand Final with the
Raiders beating the Phoenix. The Raider had
lost to the Phoenix a fortnight prior.
Youth Vision Camp
April Vision camp is on at Milson Island on the
beautiful Hawkesbury River on Sydney’s
central coast from April 19-23. AFL, Football
NSW, NRL, Golf Australia and Athletics NSW /
Little Athletics NSW coming along to promote
how you can join a club and start competing
in your local area.

Ben broke his previous Australian record of
222km/h at a speed 252km/h, however this
was just sly of the world record speed. Ben,
being philosophical as ever is determined to
have another attempt next February and has
planning underway already.
With the support of his brother Leo, radio
communications expert Paul Simpson and his
navigator Kevin Magee former MotoGP
winner, Ben Felten will be the first blind
person in the world to compete at a
motorsport event.

Also at the camp will be NSW Goalball and
camp counsellors who have played for
Australia in cricket and goalball on hand to
help with you with all the activities. In
addition to all these great opportunities they
will also be doing rock climbing and canoeing
one day of the camp with a qualified
instructor.
NSW Goalball for Schools Knockout Cup
This year we are going far and wide across
NSW to find the best of the best in High
School and Primary School division
competition. In 2017 Independent & Catholic
schools will join NSW Dept of Education Public
schools to compete for the Cup.
World’s fastest New South Welshman

Ben Felten and Kevin Magee

Blind Sports SA

Just an update on Ben Felten’s dream is to
become the world’s fastest blind man.
Ben and his team arrived at the salt lake, Lake
Gardiner in South Australia in late February to
attempt to break the world record of
265.33km/h for the fastest speed for a
motorcycle ridden blindfolded.
Unfortunately, there had a been a bit of rain
just prior to the attempt and the start of
Speed Week, and consequently there was

Kent has been busy rebuilding the BSA SA
website which is soon to be launched. Also,
the are selling Entertainment Books so get
behind BSA SA, buy a book and go out and
enjoy yourselves!
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Tenpin Bowling
Don't forget entries are still open for the
National Championship for Persons with a
Disability running from 7th - 17th June at AMF
Rooty Hill.

million for Aussie sport so we know the time
is right to open our doors to athlete
fundraising!
Funds that are raised through our Athlete
Fundraising program can go towards anything
that will help you develop, perform or
compete, such as travel and accommodation
expenses, training and coaching, sporting
equipment and medical costs.
And the good news is, we know it works! We
trialed this program for Rio bound athletes in
2016, with more than 20 athletes funding
their preparations thorough our program.

Tenpin Bowling

Australian Sports Foundation

HOW IT WORKS
Athletes sign up with us to fundraise for
anything that helps support their sporting
ambitions. Benefits of the program include:

No Images? Click
here

•

•

•

•
•
•
IT'S ATHLETE TIME
Are you a National or State level athlete, or on
the representative pathway, and do you need
funding to support your sporting dreams and
achievements?
Since our inception over 30 years ago, our
focus has been on developing sport in
Australia through tax deductible donations.
We work with over 1200 clubs and
organisation and have raised over $320

Online fundraising page and URL
Athletes can upload images and
information about their fundraising
goals and promote their page
through your social channels and
networks
An integrated online donation form
A safe and easy way to collect
donations via credit card or
electronic funds transfer
Tax deductibility for donors
All donations of $2 or more made
through the Foundation are tax
deductible
Monthly grants of donations to
athletes
An online portal to track your
fundraising progress and success
Support and advice from our
Athlete Fundraising Executive, Sarah
Tutt

HEAR FROM THE BEST
In 2016 we did a pilot launch of our Athlete
Fundraising program for athletes representing
Australia at the Rio Olympics. Para-Triathlete
Katie Kelly signed up to the Australian Sports
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Foundation to help her on her path as an elite
athlete competing in the International
Triathlon Union Racing Series.
“The Athlete Fundraising program has given
me the opportunity to raise funds to help
cover the exorbitant costs associated with
being an elite athlete and performing on the
world stage.
Their tax deductible status allows me to
provide my generous supporters with the
opportunity to claim on their donations, which
they’d never previously been able to do. I
believe it’s a fundamental resource for any
athlete competing at the international level.”

GET STARTED

Creating an Effective
Association Board – Essential
Tools and Strategies
SMS are Australasia's leading
consultancy specialising in
sponsorship, membership and training
for associations, charities and other
not-for-profits. They are running workshops
around the country on creating effective
association boards, and some associations can
attend at a hugely discounted rate of $99.
Working with unsuitable, unskilled or
dysfunctional Boards is, unfortunately, a
commonly voiced challenge faced by not-forprofit executives. Volunteer leaders can also
find that their contribution is frustrated by
outdated structures, time-wasting procedures
and a lack of focus on the decisions that really
matter.
In this workshop we’ll look at what makes an
effective Board and some of the strategies
you can pursue to get the best out of your
volunteer leadership team. Discussion will
include:

Katie Kelly holding her gold medal

MORE INFORMATION
Hear how the athlete fundraising program has
helped other Aussie Athletes realise their
dreams here.
In order to qualify for our Athlete
Fundraising program you must be a National or
State level athlete that is on the way to or
already at representative level, whether state,
national or international.
To apply, click the GET STARTED BUTTON
BELOW or to speak with our team, call 02 6214
7868 or email Sarah Tutt, ASF Athlete
Fundraising Executive.

Board structure
Almost without exception, Associations start
out as a collection of volunteers with a
common interest or goal and grow from
there. Local groups align with others in their
region and then nationally. Volunteers make
way for paid staff as organisations grow and
their needs and expectations change. But one
thing that rarely changes is the decisionmaking structure, enshrined in the
Constitution and based heavily on the legacy
of the volunteer representation of States,
regions or interest groups. We’ll explore how
these legacy structures are becoming
increasingly unworkable in facing the
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•

challenges of the modern association and how
you can create skilled governance Boards
without abandoning the representational
past.

•
•

When was the last time you really looked at
the way your Board is structured?
•
•

How do you make effective and timely
decisions?
What are the elements of good
decision making?
How do you make sure the Board is
focussed on the ‘big picture’?

This workshop is suitable for not-for-profit
executives and volunteer leaders from all
types of associations looking to build better
Boards.

Is it still meeting your needs?
What are the alternatives?

Board composition
The Presenter - Kate Hartwig
Too often the composition of a Board is left
completely to chance and the vagaries
election or selection processes with little or
no room for strategic considerations. We’ll
identify the different types of Boards, how to
discover the skills most suited to your
organisational needs and how developing and
implementing a succession plan can enhance
the effectiveness of your association.
•
•
•
•

How do you get the Board you
want/need?
Do your current selection/election
procedures work for you?
How do you determine the type of
people you want on your Board?
How do you get them willing and
ready to participate?

Board decision making
To be a successful organisation, you must
have a Board that can make effective and
timely decisions. Sadly, this is not the case in
many associations. In some, important issues
get stuck ‘in committee’, handballed back and
forth to working parties and remain
unresolved for months on end. Boards can
fall victim to ‘analysis paralysis’ in an effort to
do the right thing, or over concern that not
everyone will be happy with the outcome. At
the other extreme, there are Boards that
adopt a ‘gung ho’ attitude and make critical
decisions without adequate information or
consideration. We’ll look at the art of good
decision making and how to make your Board
more effective in recognising and acting on
the important issues that come to the table.

Kate Hartwig has spent almost 30 years in the
not-for-profit sector, having been CEO of
Various industry, professional and charitable
organisations in Sydney, Melbourne and
Adelaide including the Royal Australian
Institute of Architects (NSW), Australian Video
Retailers Association, Retirement Village
Association and the AIDS Council of SA.
Kate is a former State and National President
of the Australian Society of Association
Executives (AuSAE) and was awarded life
membership in 2013. She is also a certified
member of the Governance institute of
Australia and currently volunteers as
Secretary and Public Officer of the Royal
Zoological Society of SA (Zoos SA). She holds a
Bachelor of Laws, Masters of Business
Administration and Cert. IV in Training and
Education. Kate started her consultancy
business in 2012 and has been helping
associations with practical governance,
planning and organisational development
ever since.
If you would like to run this as an in-house
course for your team please contact us on
0413 190 197.
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Member Opportunities
Donate to Blind Sports
As well as supporting BSA’s ‘Scratch and Win’
promotion you can make a direct, tax
deductible donation* to Blind Sports
Australia. Click the link below to make a
donation via credit card, PayPal or direct
debit. You can also set up recurring donations
if you wish to make a regular contribution.

We have found that adding the Australian
Sports Commission and the Australian
Paralympic Committee logos has assisted
develop the BSA brand and lent some more
creditability to the BSA brand. It also assists
promoting the Australian Sports Commission
and the Australian Paralympic Committee
brands. Putting the BSA logo on your
letterhead, uniforms and marketing material
adds creditability to your organisations and
helps BSA promote itself and blind sports.
If you would like to use the BSA logo, or the
BSA and ASC banners please contact Stephen
Barnes.

You can also copy the image and link below
and put it on the bottom of emails or on your
websites.

Job Board and events calendar
BSA has a Job Board and also an Events
Calendar on its website that members can
utilise. Send information to
admin@blindsportsaustralia.com.au and we’ll
post it on the website.

(*Donations over $2 are tax deductible and a receipt will be
provided)

Use the BSA logo
On most correspondence from BSA and on
our website you will notice that we include
the Australian Sports Commission and the
Australian Paralympic Committee logos.
We invite, and encourage, our member
organisations to use the Blind Sports Australia
logo on their correspondence and advertising
material in much the same way.
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Contact details and links
Blind Sports Australia
P.O.Box 2114
Oak Park, VIC 3046
Australia
Email: admin@blindsportsaustralia.com.au
Website: www.blindsportsaustralia.com.au
Board Chair – Sam Theodore
(chair@blindsportsaustralia.com.au )
Board member – Claire Ashworth
Board member – Michael Clemens
Board member – Karen Ryan
Board member – Voula Karantzas
Board member – Melissa Martin
Board Secretary – Melissa Martin
Acting CEO – Stephen Barnes
Gary McInnes – Member Protection Information Officer
Kent Dredge – Member Protection Information Officer
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