
 
 

 
Update on Medicare Rebates for Professional Sportspeople 

 
 
In July 2014 the Federal Government considered the issue of Medicare rebates for 
conditions sustained by professional sportspersons, as part of their sporting 
employment.  
 
Sub section 19 (3) of the Health Insurance Act 1973 indicates that unless the Minister 
otherwise directs, a Medicare benefit is not payable in respect of a professional service 
rendered to a person if: 

a) the medical expenses in respect of that professional service were incurred by 
the employer of that person; or 

b) the person to whom the professional services rendered was employed in an 
industrial undertaking and that professional services rendered to him or her for 
purposes connected with the operation of that undertaking 

 
The Federal Government temporarily ceased paying Medicare rebates for professional 
athletes in 2014, when the condition requiring treatment was considered to have been 
sustained in the course of the athlete's sporting endeavour. 
 
There were many 'grey areas' in this issue, including the definition of "professional". 
The definition could potentially include Podium and Podium Potential athletes 
receiving dAIS payments, Olympic athletes with substantial sponsorship arrangements 
in sports that would otherwise be considered amateur (e.g. swimming, track and field) 
and athletes engaged in part-time professional contracts in Australia or with overseas 
franchises (basketball,  water polo,  volleyball etc.)  
 
Numerous discussions were held between professional sports, the Australian Sports 
Commission (ASC) and the Government regarding the proposal. 
 
On 20 November 2014, the then Minister for Health, Sport and Ageing wrote to sport, 
indicating that he had exercised his legally permitted discretion under the Act and 
directed that Medicare benefits would be paid to professional athletes for claims lodged 
with Medicare from 25 May 2014 until 30 October 2017. The Minister indicated 
however that it was his opinion that in the longer term these expenses should not be 
subsidised by the Australian taxpayer. 
 

 



On 20 March 2017, the current Minister of Health and Sport, the Hon Greg Hunt MP, 
wrote to Mr Malcolm Speed AO, Executive Director of the Coalition of Major 
Professional and Participation Sports (COMPPS), regarding this matter. Minister Hunt 
indicated that he has extended the exemption indefinitely, allowing sportspeople to 
claim Medicare for clinically relevant services. 
 
This decision is very good news for Australian athletes and ensures that athletes have 
the same access to Medicare rebates as non-athletes, regardless of their professional 
status. 
 
It is important to note however that the Government intends to monitor Medicare 
claims by athletes and that if it were to find excessive usage of claims, the exemption 
could be rescinded by a future Government decision. 
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